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Thinking on Clinical Ethics through Dialogue among Medical
Workers

—— Toward “Humanization” of Caring I
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Research Fellow of Japan Society for the Promotion of Science)
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In this article, we would like to discuss the meaning of dialogues held in workshops
on clinical ethics in a hospital in Osaka City. The workshops consist of 1) a clinical case
examination, 2) a “philosophical cafe” on an ethical subject abstracted from the case, and
3) a case re-examination dialogue from a broader perspective. After outlining the three
workshops, we will analyze in detail two sets of workshops held in 2012-2013, considering
how the participants have changed their attitudes toward the cases through the
philosophical cafes and case re-examination dialogues. As we will see, in philosophical cafes
they became aware of some assumptions they had as medical workers, and so perceived
the case differently in the third workshop: for example, they came to accept the natural
way of living of patients and their families and to put the socio-political situation of medical
care in a critical perspective. In conclusion, we would offer the view that dialogues among
medical workers can revive their narratives on lives of patients and of themselves and
therefore “humanize” their caring practice under threat of efficiency and scientification.
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Rethinking Hospital Organization

—— An essay on Organizational Ethics in Hospital
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There has been much interest in medical ethics in Japan, an interest much more
focused on patient care issues and on medical research. Though patient care (clinical)
ethics cases and medical research ethics cases in clinical practice typically have
hospital organizational implications, many of ethical issues in clinical practice is
needed to address on an organizational research level. Our ‘Hospital Organization
Ethics’ study focuses on the ethical dimension of not on the macro-level phenomena
but on the mezo-level phenomena, as the differing ethical perspectives of medical
research ethics, patient care ethics. Organizational Ethics in Hospital must work
to integrate /beyond these perspectives into a unified organization program that
promotes and sustains a positive ethical climate/ environment within each particular
hospital.
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Organizational Ethics in Hospital, Clinical Ethics, Ethics committee
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Who should we be reaching out to?
—Practice from WPI—

Jun Sakanoue (Immunology Frontier Research Center: WPI-IFReC, Osaka University)
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In the research projects running with a huge budget, outreach efforts do not lead
to receiving a high evaluation despite providing a feeling of satisfaction to general
citizens who like scientific topics and high school students who desire to be scientists.
This report discusses “For whom and how should we work on research outreach
goals?”, taking WPI, a typical big research project as an example.
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