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EXPERT SYSTEM FOR DIAGNOSIS OF
RUN-TIME ERRORS IN PL/1 PROGRAM
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¥hen 'expert’ programmer debugs programs, he uses many heuristic knéwledges
to find out the causes of errors. He at first infers the candidates for the
causes of the errors from error messages and next verifies each candidate.
Using these domain knowledges, we designed an expert system for diagnosing
run-time errors in PL/I programs. ¥e had devoloped a prototype of this systenm
on the XEROX 1108 using the KEE. This prototype infers the cause of "data
exception error”, which practically happens frequently, in such a way that

at first generating the hypothesis from error messages and then verifying
these hypothesis. »
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(IF [(THE KIND OF (THE ARRAY.V OF ?X) IS YES)
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(THE DATA.ERROR.INDEX.OVER OF ?X IS TRUE))
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1 EXAMPLE:PROC OPTIONS(MAIN):

2 DCL SEISEKI(1..2) FIXED DEC(5),

3 NINZU " FIXED DEC(3),

4 GOUKEI(1..2) FIXED DEC(8),

5 HEIKIN(1..2) FIXED DEC(5):

6 ON ENDFILE(SYSIN) GO TO KAKU;

7 NINZU=0;

8 YOMU:GET EDIT(SEISEKI(1),SEISEKI(2))

9 (COLUMN(1),F(5),F(5));

10 GOUKEI (1)=GOUKEI(1)+SEISEKI(1);

11 GOUKET(2)=GOUKEI(2)+SEISEKI(2);

12 NINZU=NINZU+1;

13 GO TO YOMU;

14  KAKU:HEIKIN(1)=GOUKEI(L)/NINZU:

15 HEIKIN(2)=GOUKEI(2)/NINZU;

16 PUT EDIT(NINZU,HEIKIN(1) HEIKIN(2))
17 (COLUMN(1),F(8),F(5),F(5));

18 END EXAMPLE:
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Consider goal (THE INITIALIZE.LNGIC OF VAR IS HOT.EXIST)
at node 3

No true instances found.
Consider RULE.INITIALIZE.LOGIC2 to derive the goal.
Create node 4 bslow node 3.

Add premises of RULE,INITIALIZE.LOBINZ to the node 4
goal stack:

THE INITIALIZE.ATTRIBUTE OF VAR I8 NOT.EXIST)
THE IHITIALIZE.ASSIGMMENT OF VAR I3 HOT.EXIST)

411 rules that derive the goal considered.
Consider goal (THE INITIALIZE,ATTRIBUTE OF VAR IS MNOT.EXIST
at node 4
B8oal is true.
Create node 5 below nodas 4,
Consider goal (THE INITIALIZE.ASSIGMMENT OF VAR IS
MHOT EXIST)
at node §
BGoasl is true.

Create nods 8 below nods 5.

B8 #%2¢+Fr—2
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