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Hasegawa Nyozekan’s Views on Japanese Culture
before the Japanese-Chinese War

FET B ™

Hideto TASAKI"

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to look into Hasegawa Nyozekan’s discourse about Japanese culture. He is
one of the most famous journalists of modern Japan. From the early 1930s, he began to present papers
about Japanese culture. His activities were understood as resistance to the Japanese ultra nationalism by
many Japanese historians because he was regarded as a liberal. However his intention was to criticize the
Japanese proletarian literature movement. He positioned Man’yoshu and Motoori Norinaga , a scholar of
Kokugaku in the history of Japanese Naturalism. Further he criticized the idealism of the proletarian

literature from the standpoint of history.
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