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Abstract of Thesis

Lipase (EC 3.1.1.3) is defined as a carboxylesterase that catalyzes the hydrolysis of long-chain
triglycerides. True lipase displays interfacial activation, in which lipase activity is significantly enhanced upon
contact with micellar substrate. Lipase is a member of the serine hydrolase family that shares the same catalytic
triad of Ser-His-Asp. It is widely present in various organisms from prokaryotes to eukaryotes. These lipases
usually have a lid structure that controls the access of substrate to the active site. Pseudomonas. sp MIS38
lipase (PML) is a family 1.3 lipase with a unique two-lid structure and undergoes interfacial activation. Another
unique property of PML is the presence of a catalytically essential calcium ion .(Cal) that is required to anchor
lid1 to the open position. To examine whether the enzymatic properties of PML are altered by lid engineering,
PML derivatives lacking 1id2 (AL2-PML) or having mutations at the Cal site were constructed and
characterized. We show that AL2-PML does not undergo interfacial activation and exhibits higher esterase and
lower lipase activities than PML. Comparison of the tertiary models of AL2-PML in closed and open
conformations, which have been optimized by MD simulation with the crystal structures of PML, suggests that
hydrophobic surface area provided by 1lid1 and lid2 in an open conformation is considerably decreased by the
deletion of 1lid2. We propose that hydrophobic surface area provided by these lids is necessary to held the
micellar substrates firmly to the active site and therefore lid2 is required for interfacial activation of PML. Thus,
by deletion of lid2, we have successfully converted PML to an esterase-like enzyme. We also show that
D153R-PML exhibits activity in a calcium-independent manner. Lid1l of D153R-PML opens even in the absence
of calcium ions due to electrostatic attraction between Argl53 and Aspl57. Thus, we succeeded to construct a

PML derivative that exhibits activity in a calcium-independent manner by the single mutation at lid1.
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