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Abstract of Thesis

Security has been increasingly gaining attention in the post-Cold War era. In transitional post-communist and
post-authoritarian regimes in Eastern Europe and Latin America, security sector actors have been subject to reform in
order to satisi;y new democratic and liberal goals. Following the assumption that underdevelopment was a root canse
for violence to grow and spread, in post-conflict countries security was later linked with development efforts under
the label of security sector reform (SSR) by international donors and the United Nations. As a “security first” topic
SSR was included in the state-building agenda. Mostly led by external actors, and by focusing on transferring
technical capabilities, SSR was leaving aside the political aspects of the process and consequently failing to include
local actors. The lack of local ownership was presented as the missing puzzle in the donor-local elite relationship to
ensure SSR’s success, without acknowledging that the state-society relations are also vital for long-term success.
Analyzing the historical background, the processes and the outcomes in three security governance scenarios in
Timor-Leste and the Philippines, this thesis seeks to understand and explain whether a process of conflict
transformation towards a positive peace could be better achieved not by merely reforming the security supply side
technically or by politically engaging top local elites, but through the inclusion and empowerment of local people
and communities in the process. The search for inclusiveness in security governance highlights that, under a
democratic framework, security should be considered as a public good, that is people-centered, and equitably
delivered by the state. In order to match the needs of local populations, channels for materializing the inclusion of
the individual as the focal referent of security are vital to encourage participation in the decision-making processes of
the security agenda and meaningful for creating broader consensus-based commitment from all stake-holders. In
particular, empowering local levels of authority in security governance is conducive for improving security actors’
transparency, accountability, and effectiveness that would strengthen state legitimacy and impact positively for a

sustainable peace.
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