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Figure 1 Implicit prejudice to women as a function of

feedback and trait self-esteem (low self-esteem: - 1SD,
high self-esteem: 1SD). Implicit prejudice to women
means the association between women and negative

attributes.
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The effects of threat to self-worth on implicit prejudice of men toward women

Kunio ISHII (Graduate School of Human Sciences, Tokyo Metropolitan University)
Makoto NUMAZAKI (Graduate School of Human Sciences, Tokyo Metropolitan University)

The present study investigated whether men who perceived a threat to their self-worth would show a stronger im-
plicit prejudice toward women. Male participants, who had completed the Rosenberg Self-Esteem Scale previously,
either received a negative feedback on their intelligence and personality in the initial tests or did not receive such a
feedback. Subsequently, they completed a single-category IAT (Karpinski & Steinman, 2006) that measured implicit
prejudice toward women. We found that male participants with a high explicit self-esteem showed a stronger implicit
prejudice in the negative feedback condition than those in the non-feedback condition did. This result suggests that
when faced with a threat to self-worth, men may attempt to restore it by devaluing and derogating women.

Keywords: implicit prejudice, prejudice toward women, threat to self-worth, explicit self-esteem, single category IAT.



