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‘The Introduction and Modification of the word
“Chikan” in China and Japan

Shigeki IWAI

This paper aims to clarifies the process that the word “Chikan(groper)” put into
Japan. The word “Chikan” was born originally in China. The meaning was “a
stupid man”. “Hokushi”, written in the 7th century, is considered to be the oldest
example currently. This word was rare to be left as a letter because this word was
the spoken language in China. However, it came to be become a letter in the
novels described in the Ming and Qing dynasties, which are called “Hakuwa”
novels in Japan.

These Chinese novels entered Japan in large quantities in the 18th century and
became a target of the studies. “Suikoden” was the favorable factor among other
things. As well as studies, these novels had a big influence on the “Gesaku”,
which are fictional and comical novels in the Edo era. As well as in the “Gekaku”,
the word, Chikan”, was used as the written language by various kinds of books
including the essay. ‘

As aresult, the word disappeared because it was the spoken language in China,
but this word still remains because it was mainly recognized as the written lan-
guage in Japan, with the change of meaning from “a stupid man” to “a man who
does sexual acts to women” after the Meiji era.
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