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The Historical Change of “Idure”

Tomoko MATSUMOTO

In the Nara period, ‘idure’ was used in the form of ‘idureno xx.’ In the Heian
period, the forms of ‘iduku(iduko), “iduchi”, idukata’ began to be used, and
“idure” tended to be used when they compared and selected something.

Furthermore, “idure” came to be used to mean, “Whichever you select, the re-
sult will be the same.” So, the selective aspect of the meaning of ‘idure’ diluted
and it became an adverb which emphasized speaker’s guess. Moreover, it came to
mean ‘certainly’, which emphasized speaker’s strong certainty. Also, it came to
mean ‘in the near future” , which promised the future prospects positively to the
conversation partner.

The change of ‘idure’ into an adverb is closely related to ‘do-’ series demonstra-
tives which began to be used in the Kamakura period. Then “idure’ was replaced
by ‘dore.” When they ask A or B, it was replaced by ‘dochi.” ‘Idureno xx’ was re-
placed by ‘dono xx.” In this way, ‘idure’ changed into an adverb as the result of the
replacement of the previous parts by ‘do-’ series demonstratives




