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The Love Letter from the Owl

Yoshinari SHIBATA

In the tale of “Fukurou”, the old owl wrote the love letter to the bullfinch, the
princess of birds. He wrote how beautiful she is, and how much he loves her. But
it is not only that. He wrote if she would not reply to his love, he would follow her
all the time. It will be unusual to threaten a sweetheart, but in other otogisoshi-
tales, we can find some same examples. Besides, in otogisoshi-tales, the charac-
ters sometimes threaten the gods and Buddha. So from this view point, I would
like to consider the mentality of medieval Japanese people.



