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On Laughter in Manzai:
System Errors, Inefficiency and Inconsistency

Hitoshi NAKATA

This paper deals with laughter in Manzai. The analysis in terms of pragmatics
and cognitive linguistics which is used here is particularly powerful.

In our usual conversation, we place a high priority on efficiency and consist-
ency. The question of how dialogues can be conducted efficiently is elegantly re-
solved by Neo-Grician Horn’s Q(uantity) Principle and R(elation) Principle,
which is based on Zipf’s Principle of Least Effort. Moreover, how dialogues can
be understood is beautifully explained by Fauconnier’s theory of mental space
and Dinsmore’s language understanding theory.

However, the situation in regard to manzai is quite different from that of daily
conversation. :

In usual conversation, we generally avoid inefficiency and inconsistency. If we
cannot avoid it, our systems will indicate an error as follows:

— If the human system of conversation, in which efficiency is pursued, detects
any inefficiency in the conversation, an error alert may be displayed.

— If the human system of cognition, in which efficiency is pursued, detects any
inefficiency in cognition, an error alert may be displayed. :

— If the human system of understanding, in which consistency is pursued, de-
tects any inconsistency in understanding, an error alert may be displayed.

However, in manzai conversation, we generally enjoy inefficiency and incon-
sistency. The system in manzai does not indicate any error, but runs as follows:

— Laughter can be provoked if the system of conversation in manzai, in which
inefficiency is pursued, detects any inefficiency.

~ Laughter can be provoked if the system of cognition in manzai, in which
inefficiency is pursued, detects any inefficiency.

— Laughter can be provoked if the system of understanding in manzai, in which
inconsistency is pursued, detects any inconsistency.

From the above, acting like a boke (a clown) is defined as an operation to cause
a system error in the usual conversation, cognition, and understanding, and
tsukkomi (a feed) is defined as a command to restart the system.



