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Buddhist Monks’ Understandings of Christianity
in Pre-modern Japan:
Based on the Comparison between Anti-Christian Works

of Shosan Suzuki and Sosai Sesso

Hitoshi KATO

The purpose of this paper is to describe how the two representative Buddhist
monks in the early Edo period, Shosan Suzuki (1579-1655) and Sosai Sesso
(1589-1649), understood and criticized Christianity through a comparison
between their anti-Christian works, Ha-Kirishitan and Taiji-Jashuron.

The first half of this paper explores Shosan’s understanding of Christianity
based on the two-buddha-body theory. The second half focuses on Sosai’s
ontological understanding of Christian God.



