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Importance of ”college” in Durkheim’s educational theory:

In Search of A Perspective to Examine Secondary Education in Japan

Naoko KITO

This article, focuses on Durkheim’s analysis of historical and social development of secondary
education in France(L’evolution pedagogique en France :1938), and examines his theoretical anal-
ysis of secondary education, in order to search a new perspective toward the solution of various
problems in current secondary education in Japan .

Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to look for an answer to the following questions by
applying Durkheim’s analysis. "Does education in a senior high school have unique character-
istics which are different from elementary education or higher education? ”” What does origi-
narlty mean in high school education ? ”

In his study, Durkheim focuses on three points concerning the characteristics of secondary edu-
cation: trainig the faculty of thinking, totality of a school, and adaptation to social changes”
And these factors are linked closely each other.

According to Durkheim, the main purpose of secondary education is to train the faculty of
thinking, unlike in elementary education, and from a general perspective, not from a limited
point of view like in higher education. This perspective will give us an important insight into
high school education in Japan, which is faced with many problems as the result of recent
educational reforms.



