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A Study of Current Colonialism in Base Politics
—The Chagos People’s Movement for Returning to Their Homeland—
R
Shoko OSHIRO*

Abstract

This paper discusses how colonialism still exists in the present day through a case study of the US
military base on Diego Garcia which has become a “good model” of base politics. | conducted the
discussion from three perspectives. Firstly, how the US military bases and its network were created
abroad. Secondly, why host countries of US military base, such as the UK, allow their territory to be used
for bases. Thirdly, how the UK security policy affects the Chagos people’s movement for returning to their

homeland, who are not opposed to the US military base on Diego Garcia.
F—T—F: 7Tz IHNVT T, KEEMWE, EBBRE, MR REFER

Keywords : Diego Garcia, US military base, Base politics, Colonialism, Self-determination
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Army | Navy |Marine| Air Force | Army | Navy |Marine| Air Force | Army | Navy |Marine | Air Force
1991 | 303,100 | 192,600 29,900 | 3,900 | 6,000 3,900 2,400 22,000
1992 | 210,100 | 117,500 30,900 | 3,600 | 6,000 5,500 2,400 17,700
1993 | 183,000| 9,800 25,400 3,500 6,000 3,400 2,400 14,400
1994 | 159,600 | 81,000 22,200 2,600 | 6,800 3,200 2,100 12,300
1995 | 139,200| 70,500 15,100 | 2,850 | 7,140 4,900 1,950 9,500
1996 | 127,200 | 60,400 15,050 | 2,550 | 7,140 4,020 1,950 9,800
1997 | 121,600 | 60,500 15,165 | 2,500 | 4,600 4,200 1,550 9,570
1998 | 116,500 | 42,600 15,140 | 1,750 | 4,600 4,230 1,540 9,000
1999 | 111,510| 51,870 15,270 | 2,400 | 4,400 3,400 1,220 9,400
2000 | 114,000| 42,200 14,880 | 1,700 | 4,400 4,200 1,220 9,500
2001 | 112,000| 42,300 15,100 | 2,200 | 4,400 4,140 1,220 9,550
2002 | 112,000| 56,000 12,400 | 2,600 | 4,400 3,620 1,220 7,600
2003 | 116,000| 57,300 15,650 | 2,900 | 4,400 4,600 1,220 9,600
2004 | 104,700| 53,300 330 260 15,900 3,070 7,780 4,550 - 9,800
2005 - - - - - - - -
2006 | 115,249| 50,377 | 286 295| 15,460 3,312 4,048 56 4,425 791 78 9,477
2007 | 107,586| 48,065| 293 273| 15,308 3,341 | 3,493 56 4,361 403 648 75 9,438
2008 | 99,820| 43,247| 297 283 15,067 | 3,241 | 2,659 55 4,261 371 475 75 9,231
2009 | 82,105| 40,018| 269 270 14,588 3,264 | 2,724 43 3,934 337| 405 77 8,794
2010 | 80,124| 38,537| 249 318| 14,856 3,015 2,328 55 4,076 345 333 93 8,596
2011 78,432| 37,828 | 225 369 14,708 3,321 | 2,155 58 4,131 9,221
2012 | 80,972| 38,625 470 377 14,726 | 3,088 | 3,396 106 4,181 9,436
2013 | 74,025| 35,200 | 485 365 14,450 200 3,300 100 4,200 9,300

i International Institute for Strategic Studies, Military Balance & V) &1k
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