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The Expansion of the Panopticon: The Characteristics of the Anti-discipline
in the Student Support System for Those Who Cannot Come to School
Haruka MuravaMA

For the support students who cannot come to school, as Daijiro Hida pointed out, the
Panopticon is expanding into many social settings outside of the school. In this paper, I
shall discuss Foucault’s idea of the expansion of the Panopticon to reconsider Hida’s study
of school non-attendance, and indicate that the support institution is regarded as a new type

of expansion of the Panopticon. The paper consists of two sections:

Firstly, I shall explain that the support system for school non-attendance is similar to
the Panopticon in some points. It distributes some spaces to each child and they are under
the control of it. The institution has some features of the Panopticon. As Foucault studied
about the Panopticon in the prison and stated that even though the government established
many prisons, the number of criminals has never been declining, this paper shows that there

are similar aspects in the support institution.

Secondly, the institutions also have the characteristics of the anti-discipline. There
are no curriculum and examinations. Those children are not disciplined and they are not
punished in the institution. However, they are always under surveillance. I shall argue that

those children need the right to learn and to improve their lives.
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