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Abstract of Thesis

One overriding paradox in irregular migration is how or why migrants stubbornly persist, some even thriving to
hitherto unknown potentials, amidst adversarial conditions in host countries. Current explanations cite either
the preeminent demand for compliant labor or the tenacity of the migrant who single-handedly wills survival.
Both explanatory approaches obscure important, enlightening details inherent in the unrelenting complexity that
is human mobility.

Through 27 cases of current and past Filipino migrants in Osaka, Nagoya, Tokyo, Manila, Bulacan, Baguio
Japan, this dissertation conceptualizes migrant “illegality” in terms of vested interests, historical imperatives
and roles and identities. Taking into account structural and cultural conditioning interpreted through Critical
Realism this dissertation finds that migrant illegality is transacted (value actively initialized), accretive
(impacted by temporal and spatial contexts) and functional (practical benefits forged through agency).
“Illegality” then can be explained as emergent outcomes in a morphogenetic process — essentially a process of
continuously transformation.  The answer to the paradox then is that irregular migrants persist (or irregular
migration cannot be stopped) because they are continuously evolving entities that easily evade monolithic
attempts at their suppression.
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