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SUMMARY

The Loanword Shifting to a Basic Word and its Synonyms: In case of
“torabury” in Japanese Newspaper Vocabulary
Eran KIM

The loanword “toraburu” originating from the English “trouble”
began to be used in newspapers from around 1960, and by around 1980 its
meaning and usage expanded to three major types and six subtypes. As a
result, it developed into a word which can express “widely”,
“approximately” an <abnormal situation brought to prominence, possibly
resulting in a serious and decisive critical situation> of the type often
reported in newspapers. A change to a more “generalized” style in
Japanese newspaper texts in the second half of the 20th century made
“toraburu” as such a “convenient” basic word instead of previous synonyms
which could express only an individual narrow meaning.

If this conclusion is correct, the use of the synonyms is expected to
decrease opposite to the increase of “toraburu”. To prove this expectation,
this paper investigates the frequency of “foraburu” and its synonyms,
limited to the meaning of <trouble with someone>, in the local news pages
of The Mainichi Daily News in the second half of the 20th century.

As a result of the investigation, the following was clarified.

a) The total amount of synonyms usage has obviously decreased in
inverse proportion to the increase of the use of “foraburu’.

b) Many synonyms expressing the content of <trouble with
someone> more “concretely” have obviously decreased.

¢) The synonyms expressing the content of <trouble with someone>
more “generally” like “foraburu” show obvious decrease or continue to be
used less often than “toraburu”.

These results indicate that Japanese newspaper texts are changing
to a more “generalized” style and need a basic word to express a wider
meaning.
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