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English Abstract

During the Edo period Saikoku pilgrimage is tainted with strong entertainment features, and its
condition becomes complicated (for example, many pilgrims do not respect the order in which the
temples should be visited; moreover they complete the pilgrimage circuit over the course of several
interrupted visits), due to the high preference for convenience and pleasure.

During the medieval period, the origin tales of temples and icons (engimono and honjimono) and
miracle tales become widely spread. By the Tokugawa period, these mythic narratives were
eventually popularized through a new sacred genre of pilgrimage text. Called reijoki or "records of
enspirited places", these pilgrimage texts were the first guidebooks to the Saikoku pilgrimage
collecting the myths of icons and temples. The first such reijoki known to the world is Shoyo
Ganteki’s Saikoku Rakuyo Sanjisansho Kannon Reigenki (hereafter cited as Kannon Reigenki),
dating from 1687; this is followed by Saikoku Sanjisansho Kannon Reigenki Shinsho (hereafter
cited as Kannon Reigenki Shinsho) (Genuine Collected Writings of Miraculous Records of the
Thirty-three Holy Locales of Saikoku), which dates from 1705 (this reigenki is an improved edition
of his earlier work dating from 1687). Inspired by these collections, Kdyo Shund writes Saikoku
Sanjiisansho Kannon Reijoki (hereafter cited as Kannon Reijoki) (Record of the Thirty-three Holy
Locales of Saikoku), and Saikoku Junrei Utagenchii which date from 1726 and which have the same
structure as the Kannon Reigenki Shinsho, therefore 1 consider them as a set, forming one single
literary entity.

Moreover, in 1803 these two works by Koyo Shund are published as Saikoku Sanjisansho
Kannon Reijoki Zue (hereafter cited as Kannon Reijoki Zue) (The Collected Pictorial Guide of the
Thirty-Three Kannon Holy Locales of Saikoku). This five-kan illustrated work was published in
Kyoto, at the beginning of the third Tokugawa period boom in the Saikoku pilgrimage, by Tsujimoto
Motosada, a book dealer who put out many such illustrated editions. This pictorial guide was
republished in 1833 and 1845, which shows the mastery of Koyo Shund’s writing and the great
appeal it had to the public. Nevertheless, the study on these reijoki is practically inexistent even
nowadays.

Therefore, in this study, I focus on Kdyo Shund’s Kannon Reijoki and Saikoku Junrei Utagenchii
and by comparing it with Kannon Reigenki Shinsho, 1 analyze its structural and ideological
characteristics. Also by taking into consideration its relationship with Kannon Reijoki Zue, this study
aims to clarify the religious position of Saikoku pilgrimage in an age of degrading morals and to
show that actually there was a significant evolution in the ideology towards pilgrimage and its
benefits that influenced the later course of this literary tradition and of pilgrimage in itself.

In the first chapter of this study, I mainly discuss the preceding studies of Saikoku pilgrimage,

both Japanese and western. Although thoroughly studied in Japan so far as an entity in itself, I show
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that actually, compared to the dochiiki (road guides) studies, the reijoki have not been given the
proper attention to this day. On the other hand, western studies of Japanese pilgrimage have focussed
mainly on the study of Shikoku pilgrimage. This is due mainly to the fact that its spatial and
geographical structure takes the form of a curve that contains linear type of pilgrimages such as the
pilgrimage to Hase Temple or to Kumano. Moreover, during the Edo period Saikoku pilgrimage is
tainted with strong entertainment features, and its condition becomes complicated. These and other
elements as well have made it difficult to discuss its characteristics in comparison with other
pilgrimages.

In the next chapter, “The literary tradition inherited by Koyo Shund”, I first consider the
personality and nature of writing of the two authors, Shoyo Ganteki and Kdyo Shund. They are both
Jodo (Pure Land) sect priests who dedicate their lives to preaching the Buddhist teachings;
nevertheless, the two texts have a very different character, which leads us to the next step, the
Japanese tradition of literary texts they both inherit, starting from the jisha engi. In Japan, in addition
to relic deposits and consecration rituals, texts have instilled an aura of sacredness surrounding a
hibutsu (hidden Buddha), and that origin tales of temples and icons and miracle tales have been
particularly important in this regard. In fact, I show that after the Muromachi period onward, reading
and thus knowing these origin tales was considered as an act of earning salvation. Shoyo Ganteki’s
Kannon Reigenki Shinsho is the outcome of such deep rooted belief. Shoyo does not depart from this
medieval tradition of rendering each origin of temples and icons faithfully. On the other hand,
Kannon Reijoki introduces reigeitan, miracle tales that respond to the inner wishes of ordinary
pilgrims and teaches them what exact mundane benefits they can gain by visiting each temple.

In the third chapter, “The constitutive characteristics of Kannon Reijoki and Saikoku Junrei
Utagenchii”, 1 analyse the constitutive characteristics of Kannon Reijoki, by using the method of
comparing it with Shoyo’s Kannon Reigenki Shinsho. What differentiates it greatly from the
previous reijoki is the fact that it includes a large number of kudokutan (miracle tales about earning
this worldly benefits), that happened to ordinary people and that show the undeniable merit of
making the Saikoku pilgrimage. Shoyo’s Kannon Reigenki Shinshoé is mostly constructed on origin
tales of icons, shojin no Kanzeon, or “living Kanzeon” that must be worshipped in order to be reborn
in the western Pure Land. Thus, there is no connection between the act of worship and the
pilgrimage in itself. On the other hand, Kdyo uses both icon and temple myths, and shows that each
of the 33 temples bears a divine connection with the bodhisattva, and that by visiting and praying at
the temples the bodhisattva responds by providing all sorts of this-worldly benefits. Therefore, Koyo
accepts the changing nature of the society he is living in and tries to find ways to grapple with the
changing needs of ordinary people.

While Shoyo’s reigenki preserves the old medieval thinking that man must pursue only the

after-world benefits, his reborn in the Pure Land, Kdyo’s reijoki admits the social and ideological
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changes that were taking place at the time, and stresses the benefits to be gained in this world. His
aim is to teach people that performing the act of pilgrimage could alleviate all sorts of woes and to
motivate them in taking the road of pilgrimage. This leads to a spiritual dynamic between Kannon
and the pilgrims, who entrust this and the afterlife in the hands of the compassionate bodhisattva.

In the fourth chapter, “The ideological characteristics of Kannon Reijoki and Saikoku Junrei
Utagenchii’, 1 show that Koyo Shund’s reijoki texts have a double layer structure: on the one hand,
Kannon Reijoki includes miracle tales that draw on this worldly benefits, on the other hand the
Saigoku Junrei Utagenchii gives a clear image of the Jodo (Pure Land) Paradise and describes each
temple ground as a gate to achieving the after world salvation. By doing so, Koyo first aims at
drawing people to the Saikoku pilgrimage by enumerating the mundane benefits that Kannon
compassionately provides to all people according to their strength of belief. Next, he shows that the
bodhisattva will assist the faithful at death to be reborn in the land of bliss, where they can attain
their final salvation. This double layer structure was skillfully designed from the beginning so as to
appeal to the ordinary people of the Edo period, who were no longer attracted by the promise in the
afterlife but by the immediate and concrete needs and pleasure of this life.

In the last chapter, “On the influence and repercussions of Kannon Reijoki”, 1 show that Kannon
Reijoki Zue takes over the constitutive and ideological characteristics of Koyo Shund’s Kannon
Reijoki. Thus this text becomes a model for similar texts of the Edo period. Although this later
edition becomes more of a recreational reading, easy to understand and richer in miraculous aspects
that can astonish people who were already accustomed to miracle tales, the constituency and

ideology of Kannon Reijoki are preserved and carried on further to further generations.
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