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The energy conversion efficiencies of thin crystalline Si (¢c—Si) solar cells are strongly limited
by the surface recombination of photo—-generated carriers. Therefore, the surface passivation has
been a key requirement for optimizing the performance of thin ¢—Si solar cells. The purpose of
this study was to develop a new and highly efficient film formation technology that made it possible
to fabricate passivation films (Si0O,, SiON,and A10,) at low temperatures (T < 400°C) using a stable
glow plasma excited at atmospheric pressure (AP) by a 150 MHz very high-frequency (VHF) power.
The important results of the present study were summarized as follows.

Following Chapter 1 (Introduction) and Chapter 2 which reviewed the status of plasma oxidation
technology, Chapter 3 described the results of high-rate and low—temperature (300-400°C) oxidation
of Si wafers to prepare Si0; passivation films using a stable glow 0.5-5% 0,/He AP-plasma by a 150
MHz VHF power. From the characterization results of ellipsometry, X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy,
Fourier transmission infrared absorption spectroscopy and transmission electron microscopy, it
was found that the AP plasma oxidation was capable of producing high—quality SiO, films comparable
to those of high-temperature thermal oxides. The oxidation rates for AP plasma oxidation of Si
wafers at 400°C were faster than those by thermal dry oxidation at 900°C. Moreover, the high quality
Si0, film with low interface state density (Diy) of 1.4 x 10 cm2eV! and moderately high fixed
charge density (Q¢) of 5.3 x 10" cm? was formed by optimizing the formation conditions. The
estimated effective surface recombination velocity (Se;r) based on the Schockley—-Read-Hall
recombination theory was below 10 cm/s, which might be low enough to realize high—efficiency Si
solar cells. Therefore, it could be said that Si0, films prepared by the AP plasma oxidation should
be promising for surface passivation of Si wafers.

Chapter 4 described the formation of SiO.N, films with a low nitrogen concentration (< 4 %)
prepared on Si substrates at 400°C by AP plasma oxidation—nitridation process using 0, and N, diluted
in He. Interface properties of SiON; films were investigated by analyzing high—frequency and
quasistatic capacitance-voltage (C-V) characteristics of metal—oxide—semiconductor capacitors
It was found that the addition of N into the oxide increased both D;; and positive Q;. After the
forming gas anneal, D;, decreased largely with decreasing N,/O, flow ratio from 1 to 0.01 while
the change of Q; was insignificant. These results suggested that low Ny/0, flow ratio was a key
parameter to achieve a low D;; and relatively high Q;, which should be effective for field effect
passivation of n—type Si surfaces

In Chapter 5, formation and characterization of AlO, films on c¢-Si wafers by AP VHF plasma
oxidation at 400°C were introduced. Systematic C-V measurements showed that an interfacial SiO,
layer between AlO, and Si played important roles in decreasing the D;; from 10'* to 10" cm?eV! and
forming the negative fixed charge density in AlO, higher than 10'2 cm™® By decreasing the SiO,
interlayer thickness from about 20 to 5 nm, the polarity of overall fixed charges changed from
positive (Qr = 10" cm™®) to negative (10 cm™®).

Chapter 6 described the summary of the results. In conclusion, Si0;, SiO:N;and AlO, films prepared
by AP VHF plasma oxidation at 400°C has been shown to be useful for effective field-effect
passivation of Si surfaces. The AP VHF plasma oxidation method would have several advantages such
as the increase in oxidation rates, the reduction of the processing temperature and the absence
of harmful chemical residue. Moreover, since the open—air AP plasma oxidation process might be
principally possible to realize, it should be expected to be useful for many industries as a

high—throughput process for preparing functional oxide films.
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MR G S1 KGO EEARRIL, ¥V 7 ORAHBESIC Lo TREREEZIT L, Lo
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POEMBIIERK T D720, 150 Mz BEAEEEIC L2 KEET 7 A~z A LungRm Sy &
NR—va VETERIE LTV 5,
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