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Abstract of Thesis
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Title Japan and SAARC: Bilateral Relations and Multilateral Cooperation 1990-2014
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Abstract of Thesis

Japan’s relations with South Asia underwent spectacular transformation in the post-Cold War era.
During the Cold War period, the relationships had been basically “patron-client” relations mostly
focused on Japan’s Official Development Assistance (ODA). With the end of Cold War, the
countries of South Asia witnessed significant improvements in their relations with Japan. Japan’s
bilateral relation with India, in particular, became robust and vibrant gradually but inevitably. The
growing Chinese influence in the region and enhanced US-India relationship worked as a catalyst.

The formal cooperation between Japan and the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) began in 1990 with the visit of former Japanese Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu to the
South Asian region. Japan dreamt for another ASEAN to emerge in South Asia. As a gesture of
its renewed interest in SAARC, Japan established the SAARC-Japan Special Fund (SISF) in 1993
and later on achieved Observer Status of the organization in 2005 along with China. The
expectation was to cooperate with the SAARC process for sustainable development of the entire
region.

This study argues that Japan could not contribute significantly to the development of SAARC
because of the latter’s impoverished institutional design, anomalies of its Charter, limited
functionality of its Secretariat, the ambivalent role of India, the regional giant as well as the
fragmented and poor integration process of the region. This resulted in apparent reluctance of the
once enthusiastic Japan to deepen its involvement in the SAARC-centric cooperation process.

The central focus of this study is to make a comprehensive review and assessment of
Japan-SAARC relations. It is in this context, this study explores the development of Japan-South
Asia relations; evaluate their changing dynamics, traces out the major constraints that Japan faces
over the last two decades and a half in promoting and enlarging its rich experiences of regional
cooperation to the context of SAARC. And finally this study makes some policy
recommendations to minimize the existing gaps.

Key Words: Japan, SAARC, South Asia, foreign policy, observer, regionalism, regional
integration and cooperation, bilateral relations, multilateralism.
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