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MOTION PICTURES AS RESEARCH MATERIALS
FOR EDUCATIONAL HISTORY

Akira ABE

We have been paying only little attentions to motion pictures as research materials
in comparison with written or printed sources. It has been caused by some difficulties
that we obliged to encounter when we took an interest in useing cine-films as reseach
materials. Cine-films has been too troubleéome to get them at need and too awkward
or too expensive to use them easily.

But now is the time for us to find the irreplaceable merits in the motion pictures
and to put them in rightplace of our research. We know that the cine-films, printed
firmly through chemical process, has more longer and stable life than the video-tapes,
6n1y treated magnetically. On thaf ground we are able to look clearly at the scences
of Boe War (1899) or school boys and girls at an ancient school of Japan (1911-12).
And we are laid under the necessity of finding motion pictures more high values
than photographs or printed matters. That is to say, motion pictures, combined
scenes and sounds (music or naration), show their distinctive charactor as mass-media.

In this paper I attempted to present 4 viewpoints concerning how we can make
a use of motion pictures as research materials, especially for study in the field of
educational history during World War II. The first is that motion pictures have
much possibility of recreating the past in the sense that the present generation can
share the experience of previous generation and, in sharing that experience, begin
to see problems in their comtemporary context. The second is an evidence of motion
pictures as the media of propaganda. By the analysis of them we can understand
more clearly the aim or tendency of the policy and how men of powers caught
hearts of the masses. The third is through our viewing of motion pictures we can
enter into producer’s feeling, and can learn how to make observation or how to
make approach on the natural and social phenomena. Finally we are able to know
the moving of human natures, human looks and emotions, that motion pictures
express most successfully by the technique of “close-up”. It’s very important for
our life to have chances of learning how to communicate through gestures and facial
expressions.

At the last of this paper, I made some suggetions regarding the steps needed to
promote the historical research by motion pictures. At first it’s required urgently to

build “Film Library” around the country, where we’ll be able to make a view of any
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motion pictures needed at all times. And further it must be realized to collect the
related printed documents such as cameraman’s note, producer’s biography, scripts,
the phases of the times and so on, that surely contribute to deepen our understanding
more considerably on the motion pictures as historical materials.



