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A Shift in the Counterterrorism Approach toward Global
Governance?

An Examination of Counter-Radicalization Cooperation in
the Global Counterterrorism Forum

e R¥EH *

Hazuki SASAKI*

Abstract

This research study analyzes the counter-radicalization cooperation in the Global Counterterrorism
Forum (GCTF), the first-ever global forum in which both Western countries and developing countries
convene for the purpose of harmonization of counterterrorism policies and capacity-building. This
paper argues that the way of managing the radicalization issue in the GCTF can be best understood as
emerging global governance which incorporates non-state actors, such as think tanks and NGOs, with
a variety of activities, instead of an international regime which assumes state-centric and rule-based
cooperation. It also suggests that evolving global governance in the radicalization issue could correlate
with the socialization of ‘counterterrorism’; which associates terrorism with social problems, e.g.,

unemployment and education.
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