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Tanka as Life History of Leprosy Patient: On Kaijin Akashi’s
Hakubyo published in 1939

Matsuoka, Hideaki (Center for the Study of Communication-Design: CSCD, Osaka University)
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This paper explores a book of Tanka entitled Hakubyo published in 1939. The
book became a best seller selling 25,000 copies. The book consists of two parts
namely “Hakubyo” and “Kage”. Referring to Parson’s analytical idea “sick role,” I
examine the first part which is a life history of a leprosy patient. Then I analyze
how and why this first part was published.
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