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SUMMARY

A Spatial Analysis of Thang Long Capital during the Ly Period
through Re-exploitation of Written Sources

MOMOKI Shiro

Vietnamese government and people have just celebrated the 1000™
anniversary of their Thang Long Capital or the capital of Ascending
Dragon (present-day Hanoi) in October 2010. Thang Long Capital was
inaugurated in 1010 with a single rectangular wall which had derived
from the Dai La Citadel establishes in 866 by Chinerse governor Cao
Bien (Gao Pian). After that, however, walls were developed. Though the
exact location of the walls and palaces are still to be identified, the entire
capital area covered almost the same area as that of the Le Period, and it
appears to have been divided into three spaces: (a) “Cam trung” (forbidden
area) or ‘dai noi’ (great interior area), whch was narrower than Thang
Long Capital in 1010, (b) “Thanh noi” (inside the wall), which seems to
have originally meant the whole area surrounded by Thang Long Citadel
wall in 1010, and (c) The suburban area outside the “thanh” or capital
wall, where a irregular-shaped eathern wall (later colled Dai La wall) was
erected in 1014.

Both (a) and (b) spaces appear to have been enlarged to the west
by the beginning of the Tran Period (1225-1400) to cover respectively
the similar area to the Forbidden Citadel and the Imperial Citadel of
the Le dynasty. Yet, the exact places of Long Thanh (Dragon Citadel)
and Phuong Thanh (Phoenix Citadel), both reportedly erected in the
Ly Period, are atill unidentifiable. The plan of the palaces of Senior
and Junior Emperors during the Tran Period are also unknown. For
these reasons, it is difficult to compare directly the spatial composition
of Thang Long in the Ly Period with that of the Le Period. More
archeological findings are awaited.
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