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A STUDY ON THE GATHERING STYLES OF INDONESIAN CULTURE
Case Study of Tudang Sipulung and Bale-bale in Makassar Islands
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This research discusses on two things that become an important point for the people of Indonesia, especially the
Bugis-Makassar ethnic who lived in 5 islands in Makassar in doing any social interaction, that is gathered as a
part of Indonesian culture, and bale-bale as a simple seat place that lies around the house. The purpose of this
study is to obtain the pattern and character of bale-bale as a seats place that are often used by the community as
a gathering place, including activity of fudang sipulung (sitting together), which is part of the culture and

customs of the local community, as well as its relationship with the house itself.

The dissertation contains the details of the thesis that are organized into seven chapters and summarized as

follows:

In Chapter 1, general overview and information about gathering, culture, and Makassar are described. This
chapter is an initial introduction in understanding some important points which are focused in this research.
Gathering is a forum for social interactions, not only for family members, but also for friends, neighbors, or
members of other communities. The practice of gathering has become part of the culture and lifestyle of
Indonesian community. One gathering culture that is still living until today is called tudang sipulung which is
implemented by Bugis-Makassar ethnic. Several methods were used in this research, such as direct surveys,

mapping, questionnaires, interviews and literature studies.

In Chapter 2, two things that have context with this study, adat (values culture, norms, customs) and social
relationship, are discussed. Both of these are very important, because they are still strongly implemented in the
environment and the daily life of people in each island. Adat is a customary rule, some habits that grow and
formed from a community or region that is considered to have some values, respected and adhered by its
supporting community. In early civilization, the Bugis-Makassar people were much influenced by life characters
in the past. In addition, some previous studies about cultural values, dwellings, behavioral environment, visual

characteristics of seat, and settlements that had been done also discussed to support this research.

In Chapter 3, gathering styles of Indonesian community, and tudang sipulung is discussed. Field surveys were
conducted at 2 houses in Makassar-Indonesia, and 16 cases of tudang sipulung. Interviews were conducted with
the families to learn processes that were followed for gatherings in their homes. Analysis conducted on the
participants, program, and setting of the room. It was found that gathering and tudang sipulung can be done
inside or outside the room. They often invite 10 to around 100 people, depending on the type of activity.
Furthermore, they sit by using tikar (mat), chairs, or combination of both. In case gathered at the house, they
usually move some furniture to another place, in order to get enough space and can accommodate more people.

Generally, males and females sitting apart from each other.

In Chapter 4, the gathered activities which are undertaken by Indonesian community in Japan are discussed.
Questionnaire method was conducted of the Indonesian community living in Japan. 30 respondents were used in
this research. Investigations were conducted at 3 apartment houses in Japan. Gatherings at community halls in
Japan were also considered. Analysis conducted on the participants, program, and setting of the room. It was

clarified that many Indonesian families in Japan have and use western style furniture. But when gathering in a
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home, they sit in a circle on mats (#/kar) on the floor with males and females sitting apart from each other.

In Chapter 5, bale-bale on 5 islands in Makassar is discussed. These islands are Bone Tambung (96 bale-bales),
Barrang Caddi (122 bale-bales), Barrang Lompo (303 bale-bales), Kodingareng Lompo (375 bale-bales), and
Lae-lae (143 bale-bales). The data collection method included direct observation and mapping. Primary data were
obtained from direct observations in which researchers took photos of housing conditions on each island, the
positions of the bale-bale, the environment around the houses and the bale-bale. It was clarified that basic
characteristics of bale-bale (private settings that everyone can use) are common on the 5 islands, but the position
and styles of bale-bale differ among islands. The factor that mostly impacts the position of the bale-bale is the

modernization of house on stilts (rumah panggung) as traditional house of Bugis-Makassar.

In Chapter 6, the aim of this chapter is to explain about the pattern and character of the people who doing the
gathered activity over the bale-bale. Some things that would become emphasis in this chapter is the shape and
position of the bale-bale, the amount and type of gender of people who gathered above bale-bale, the position and
direction of sitting, as well as the territory between bale-bale and house. Most of the activity of gathering for
people on 5 islands held outside the home, such as on the yard, on the street, and on the seashore. Generally, they
are sitting on a bale-bale in a circle, or facing the house. This activity of gathering formed imaginary territory

between the bale-bale and house.

In Chapter 7, the results of this study are summarized, and it is designated that to maintain gathering tudang
sipulung on bale-bale as a lifestyle is important for sustainability of the Indonesian community, especially in

Makassar islands.
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