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Abstract

We perform the CANDLES experiment to search for neutrinoless double
beta decay (0ν β β) of 48Ca. Currently, the CANDLES III(U.G.) detector is run-
ning. The purpose of this study is to show origins of backgrounds in the energy
region around Q β β (4.27 MeV) and to estimate the amount of backgrounds. In
Q β β region, Th-chain backgrounds are expected and can be excluded by anal-
ysis. However, backgrounds that were out of expectation at the Q β β region
existed in the observed spectra. The current sensitivity of CANDLES for 0ν β β
half-life is > 0.8 × 1022 yr. In order to improve the sensitivity, backgrounds
should be reduced. Therefore, we studied the origin of backgrounds. For this
investigation, experimental runs using 252Cf neutron source were performed and
we found that these backgrounds are mainly caused by γ-rays from (n,γ) reac-
tions in materials around the detector. This means that additional outer shields
against γ-rays and neutrons are necessary. We aim to reduce backgrounds of
less than 1 event per year at Q β β region with additional shielding. By achieving
ultra low background condition, half-life sensitivity of the detector is expected
to be ∼ 1024 yr, which will be the most stringent experimental limit for 0ν β β of
48Ca.



Contents

1 Double Beta Decay 3
1.1 Neutrino properties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
1.2 Double Beta Decay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
1.3 Experiments for Double Beta Decays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

1.3.1 Experiments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
1.4 Purpose of the study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

2 The CANDLES Experiment 19
2.1 48Ca β β experiment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
2.2 Property of CANDLES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
2.3 Setup of the CANDLES III(U.G.) Detector . . . . . . . . . . . 23

2.3.1 Detector setup . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
2.3.2 Electronics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
2.3.3 Comparison to the ELEGANT VI detector . . . . . . . 30

3 Analysis 34
3.1 Event Reconstruction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

3.1.1 Informations from Pulse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34
3.1.2 Bad Quality Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
3.1.3 Pulse Shape Discrimination . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
3.1.4 Position Reconstruction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
3.1.5 Energy Reconstruction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

3.2 Analysis of Physics Run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47
3.2.1 Conceivable Background Sources in Q β β . . . . . . . . 47
3.2.2 Event Selection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51
3.2.3 Energy Spectra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55
3.2.4 Current Sensitivity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

1



4 High Energy Background Study 59
4.1 Background Candidate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59
4.2 Experimental Run with 252Cf Neutron Source . . . . . . . . . . 62

4.2.1 Setup of Neutron Source Run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
4.2.2 Energy spectra of Neutron Source Runs . . . . . . . . . 65
4.2.3 Components of (n,γ) Backgrounds . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

4.3 Simulation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
4.4 Background Estimation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

5 Prospect 78
5.1 Background Reduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78
5.2 Improvement of energy resolution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86
5.3 Expected sensitivity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86

6 Conclusion 90

2



Chapter 1

Double Beta Decay

1.1 Neutrino properties
Neutrino is one of the most important particle in subatomic physics [1]. Espe-
cially, the greatest interest about neutrino is whether it is Majorana particle or
Dirac particle.

The Standard Model (SM) of particle physics assumed that neutrinos are
massless. In fact, neutrino mass have not been measured directly experimen-
tally. On the contrary, the discovery of neutrino oscillations (solar, atmospheric,
reactor and accelarator) provided us that neutrinos should be massive [2]. These
results suggest that each flavor of neutrinos νe, νµ, ντ has its own mass mνe ,mνµ ,mντ ,
and these flavor eigenstates are mixtures of different three mass eigenstates
ν1, ν2, ν3,



mνe
mνµ
mντ


 = UMNS



m1
m2
m3


 =



Ue1 Ue2 Ue3
Uµ1 Uµ2 Uµ3
Uτ1 Uτ2 Uτ3





m1
m2
m3




=




c12c13 s12c13 s13e−iδ

−s12c23 − c12s23s13eiδ c12c23 − s12s23s13eiδ s23c13
s12s23 − c12c23s13eiδ c12s23 − s12c23s13eiδ c23c13





m1
m2
m3


 , (1.1)

where UMNS is the lepton mixing matrix, called MNS(Maki-Nakagawa-Sakata)-
matrix, mi (i = 1,2,3) is mass eigenvalue of νi, δ is the phase and s(c)i j =

sin(cos)θi j with mixing angles θ12, θ23, θ13. Observed parameters are listed in
Table 1.1.
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Table 1.1: Neutrino oscillation parameters summary [2].

parameter best fit

∆m2
21 [10−5 eV2] 7.62+0.19

−0.19

|∆m2
31 | [10−5 eV2] (normal) 2.55+0.06

−0.09
(inverted) 2.43+0.07

−0.06

sin2 θ12 0.320+0.016
−0.017

sin2 θ23 (normal) 0.613+0.022
−0.040

(inverted) 0.600+0.026
−0.031

sin2 θ13 (normal) 0.0246+0.0029
−0.028

(inverted) 0.0250+0.0026
−0.027

δ (normal) 0.80π
(inverted) -0.03π

Although the evidences of non-zero neutrino mass are found, absolute mass
values have not been measured yet. Furthermore, oscillation experiments have
not shown the neutrino mass hierarchy completely yet. According to the delta
mass squares (∆m2

21 and |∆m2
31 | 1) obtained from oscillation experiments, normal

(m3 >> m1,m2) and inverted (m1,m2 >> m3) hierarchy candidates remain
(Fig. 1.1). The other possibility is that these masses are degenerated (m1 ∼
m2 ∼ m3 >> ∆m).

Neutrino masses are expected to be considerably smaller than other leptons
(e.g. electron mass me = 511 keV). We need a mechanism that can explain
reasonably such small masses. Moreover, there is another problem that ob-
served neutrinos (anti-neutrinos) are only left-handed (right-handed). This fact
suggests that there are essential differences in left-handed neutrino and right-
handed one, and can be explained by introducing Majorana mass. In the case of
Majorana neutrino, a mass of left-handed neutrino (mL) can be different from
one of right-handed(mR). A Lagrangian of Majorana neutrino shows how mL

1Only an absolute value of ∆m2
31 is established.

4



4.1 Introduction 61
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Figure 4-1. Cartoon of the two distinct neutrino mass hierarchies that fit all of the current neutrino data,
for fixed values of all mixing angles and mass-squared di↵erences. The color coding (shading) indicates the
fraction |U↵i|2 of each distinct flavor ⌫↵, ↵ = e, µ, ⌧ contained in each mass eigenstate ⌫i, i = 1, 2, 3. For
example, |Ue2|2 is equal to the fraction of the (m2)

2 “bar” that is painted red (shading labeled as “⌫e”).

sin2 2✓
13

= 0.092 ± 0.017 [18]. It is clear that our knowledge of the smallest of the lepton mixing angles
is quickly evolving. In the immediate future, reactor neutrino experiments [23, 24, 25] will soon provide
improved results, T2K will resume full operation, and MINOS and NO⌫A are expected to add very useful
information.

The main goal of next-generation neutrino oscillation experiments is to test whether the scenario outlined
above, the standard three-massive-neutrinos paradigm, is correct and complete. This is to be achieved
not simply by determining all of the parameters above, but by “over-constraining” the parameter space in
order to identify potential inconsistencies. This is not a simple task, and the data collected thus far, albeit
invaluable, allow for only the simplest consistency checks. In the future, precision measurements, as will be
discussed in Sec. 4.2, will be required.

Large, qualitative modifications to the standard paradigm are allowed. Furthermore, there are several, none
too significant, hints in the world neutrino data that point to a neutrino sector that is more complex than
the one outlined above. These will be discussed in Sec. 4.6. Possible surprises include new, gauge singlet
fermion states that manifest themselves only by mixing with the known neutrinos, and new weaker-than-weak
interactions.

In the Standard Model, neutrinos were predicted to be exactly massless. The discovery of neutrino masses
hence qualifies as the first instance where the Standard Model failed. This is true even if the three-massive-
neutrino paradigm described above turns out to be the whole story. More important is the fact that all
modifications to the Standard Model that lead to massive neutrinos change it qualitatively. For a more
detailed discussion of this point see, for example, [26].

Neutrino masses, while non-zero, are tiny when compared to all other known mass scales in the Standard
Model,2 as depicted in Fig. 4-2. Two features readily stand out: (i) neutrino masses are at least six orders of
magnitude smaller than the electron mass, and (ii) there is, to the best of our knowledge, a “gap” between
the largest allowed neutrino mass and the electron mass. We don’t know why neutrino masses are so small

2Except, perhaps, for the mysterious cosmological constant.

Fundamental Physics at the Intensity Frontier

Figure 1.1: Illustration of the current state of neutrino mass and mixing mea-
surements [4]. The colors in states represent the flavor eigenstates; red is νe,
green is νµ and blue is ντ. This figure shows two versions of the hierarchy,
normal and inverted.

and mR can be different (1.2) [1].

Lνmass = −mD{ν̄RνL + ν̄
c
Lν

c
R} −

mL

2
{ν̄c

LνL + ν̄Lν
c
L} −

mR

2
{ν̄c

RνR + ν̄Rν
c
R} (1.2)

where mD in this expression is a Dirac mass, νL,R are wavefunctions of left-
handed and right-handed neutrinos, and an index c is a charge conjugation, a
bar(¯) is an index of antiparticle. Here first term is the Dirac mass term and
the others are the Majorana mass terms. A Lagrangian of an ordinary Dirac
particle has only the Dirac term. The Dirac mass term is complicated in the
term involving left-handed and right-handed function. As a result, two-handed
particles have same mass.

On the other hand, in Majorana case, a Lagrangian has two mass eigenvalues
mL, mR which make left(right)-handed term independently each other. This
makes left-handed and right-handed particles to have their own masses (mL ,
mR). From a form of this Lagrangian, a relation between three mass eigenvalues
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is explained as

mL =
m2

D

mR
. (1.3)

This relation is called the seesaw mechanism [5]. With mD of the order of MeV-
GeV,

mLmR ≈ 1012~18 eV2. (1.4)

Assuming that mR is a large value exceeding an observation limit, very small
mL value can be explained by this mechanism. This explain a problem of a sub-
eV mass value of left-handed neutrino. As stated above, various studies make a
expectation that neutrino is Majorana fermion.

1.2 Double Beta Decay
Observation of neutrinoless double beta decay provides important informations
about neutrino property. Double beta decay (β β) is a rare kind of radioactive
decay which happens in even-even isotopes. Weizäcker mass formula [6] shows
isobar’s (mass number A = constant) description as

m(A, Z ) ∝ αZ + βZ2 + δP + constant (1.5)

where Z is an atomic number, α, β are arbitrary coefficients, δP is called pairing
energy and parametrized as

δP =


−aP A1/2 even-even nuclei
0 even-odd, odd-even nuclei
+aP A1/2 odd-odd nuclei.

(1.6)

Odd A makes zero δP that results mass function in one parabola. If A is an even
number, this function is separated into two parabolas by 2δP (Fig. 1.2). For
even-even nuclei, single beta decay is forbidden by energy conservation, and
consequently β β decay can be observed.

The types of decays are below (and Fig. 1.3),

(A, Z ) → (A, Z + 2) + 2e− + 2ν̄e (2ν β β), (1.7)

(A, Z ) → (A, Z + 2) + 2e−(0ν β β). (1.8)
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Two neutrino double beta decay 2ν β β conserves lepton number and is allowed
within the SM, regardless of whether neutrino is the Majorana particle or not.
This decay has been observed for several isotopes.

On the other hand, neutrinoless double beta decay 0ν β β violates lepton
number and is forbidden in the SM. In 0ν β β mechanism, an antineutrino, which
is emitted when a neutron decays, is absorbed by another neutron in the same
nucleus as a right-handed neutrino (See Fig. 1.3). This decay occurs only when
a neutrino is a Majorana fermion. The search for 0ν β β is the only experimental
way to determine whether a neutrino is a Majorana fermion or a Dirac fermion.

Moreover, 0ν β β observation provides information about neutrino mass. De-
cay rate of 0ν β β ((T0ν

1/2)−1) is explained as a function related with effective
Majorana mass ⟨mβ β⟩ [8],

(T0ν
1/2)−1 = G0ν (Q β β, Z ) |M0ν |2⟨mβ β⟩2 (1.9)

where G0ν (Q β β, Z ) is the function of Q-value and the quantity of protons (or
atomic number), called the phase space factor and |M0ν | is the nuclear matrix
element (NME) that varies with β β isotope, and ⟨mβ β⟩ is effective Majorana
neutrino mass which is given in equation below,

|⟨mβ β⟩| = |
∑

i

miU2
ei | (1.10)

where mi and Uei (i = 1,2,3) are same expression as equation (1.1) [8]. Effective
Majorana mass imposes restrictions on neutrino mass and hierarchy (Fig. 1.4).

1.3 Experiments for Double Beta Decays
As described above, 0ν β β observation is essential to neutrino physics, and
many experiments have been performed with several isotopes(Table 1.2). Re-
cent experiments mainly measure the sum energy of two electrons emitted by
β β decay. In 2ν β β, the sum kinetic energy of two electrons forms continuous
spectrum because neutrinos also carry parts of the kinetic energy. In 0ν β β, two
electrons carry the full kinetic energy which makes that the sum kinetic energy
of electrons forms a single peak at Q β β (Fig. 1.6). For this reason, measurement
of the sum energy of electrons is the key to observe 0ν β β events.

Observation systems are devided into two types according to setup of β β
emitter (source) and emission detector (target).

7



Figure 1.2: Dependence of energy on Z for nuclei with the same mass number
A. (Left) nuclei with odd mass number A. (Right) nuclei with even mass number
A [1].

Figure 1.3: Diagrams of double beta decays.
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Figure 1.4: The parameter space for mβ β as a function of the minimum neutrino
mass. The vertical axis means effective Majorana mass estimated by 0ν β β
search and the horizontal means minimum neutrino mass predicted from can-
didates of mass hierarchy. The shaded area is for central values for neutrino
mixing parameters and the dashed lines indicate 1σ errors on neutrino mixing
parameters [7].
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Table 1.2: A list of β β isotopes with high Q-value and experiments [8].

G0ν Q β β nat. ab. T2ν
1/2

isotope (yr−1) (keV) ( %) (y) Experiments
48Ca 6.3×10−14 4274 0.187 0.44×1020 ELEGANT VI, CANDLES
76Ge 0.63×10−14 2039 7.8 15×1020 GERDA, MAJORANA
82Se 2.7×10−14 2996 9.2 0.92×1020 SuperNEMO, LUCIFER
100Mo 4.4×10−14 3035 9.6 0.07×1020 NEMO-3, MOON, AMoRe
116Cd 4.6×10−14 2809 7.6 0.29×1020 COBRA
130Te 4.1×10−14 2530 34.5 9.1×1020 CUORE, SNO+
136Xe 4.3×10−14 2458 8.9 21×1020 KamLAND-Zen, EXO, NEXT
150Nd 19.2×10−14 3367 5.6 0.08×1020 SNO+, DCBA/MTD

• The passive, "source,target" or tracking method is the detector that the
source and counter are separated. Merits of the method are good reduction
for background and ability of observation with several isotopes in one
detector system.

• The active, "source=target" or calorimatoric method is the type that the
source and detector are identical. This method has advantages of easy
increasing in size and high detection efficiency of β decay.

Backgrounds

Since 0ν β β decays are considerably rare events whose T0ν
1/2 is expected to be

larger than 1026yr, background reduction is one of the most important measures.
For long measuring time, if background is negligible,

⟨mβ β⟩ ∝
[ W

f xϵG0ν |M0ν |2
]1/2 1
√

MT
, (1.11)

yet if backgrounds exist,

⟨mβ β⟩ ∝
[ W

f xϵG0ν |M0ν |2
]1/2 [b∆E

MT

]1/4
, (1.12)
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where W is the weight of the source material, f is the isotopical abundance, x is
the proportion of β β candidates atoms in material, ϵ is the detector efficiency,
M is the mass of isotope, T is the live time of the experiment, b is the num-
ber of background counts/kg/yrs/keV, and ∆E is the energy window for 0ν β β
search. These equations shows that mass sensitivity depends on the existence of
backgrounds drastically.

Possible backgrounds are as follows.

1. Cosmic muons

Cosmic ray interactions in the atmosphere produce secondary particles
like muons, which become backgrounds of electron detection. To a large
extent, cosmic muons can be reduced in underground observatories. For
example, underground situation of Kamioka Observatory (1km in depth)
reduces muon intensity by 1/200,000. Vertical muon flux in some repre-
sentative underground laboratories is shown in Fig. 1.3.

2. Natural radiation in U,Th chain

The highest end point of environmental "single pulse" γ-ray energy is 2.6
MeV which 208Tl emits. Therefore, the target β β isotope should have Q-
value which is higher than 2.6 MeV. Table 1.2 shows β β isotopes of high
Q β β and experiment using these isotopes. On the other hand, other events
can reach the energy region above 4 MeV (for example, double pulse
events of Bi-Po serial decays and β + γ events of 208Tl decays). Those
backgrounds have to be reduced with material purification and analytical
method on experiments.

3. 2ν β β event (Fig. 1.6)

0ν β β events have a monochromatic energy of Q β β that forms a peak
and 2ν β β events make a continous spectrum below Q β β. To separate
these types of β β events on the spectral shapes, good energy resolution is
necessary.

1.3.1 Experiments
Although some β β experiments could measure 2ν β β half-lives, 0ν β β had not
been observed yet. This section shows some projects reporting results with
stringent limits for β β of 136Xe, 76Ge and 48Ca.
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Figure 2 Vertical muon flux as a function of depth, normalized to meter water equiv-
alent (mwe), with current (circles) and closed (triangles) underground facilities. The
CUPP and Kamioka cites are at equal depth.

the expected vertical cosmic ray flux. SNO is currently the deepest single-purpose
laboratory in operation.

Most underground facilities currently house more than one experiment. At the
time of this writing, several proposals have been made to either expand existing
laboratories (SNOLab) (69) or erect new ones (DUSEL) (70).

4. DIRECT INTERACTIONS OF HIGH-ENERGY
COSMIC RAYS

The study of cosmic radiation is very mature, and authoritative reviews exist (71).
The 1000 g/cm2 thickness of the atmosphere is many times a hadronic interaction
length (∼90 g/cm2). Therefore, energetic cosmic ray primaries (mainly nucleons
and nuclei) interact at high altitude, producing well-developed hadronic showers
by ground level. At ground level, particles are 75% muons and the remainder are
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Figure 1.5: Vertical muon flux as a function of depth, normalized to meter water
equivalent(m.w.e.) [9].
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Figure 1 Illustration of the spectra of the sumof the electron kinetic energies Ke (Q is
the endpoint) for the ��(2⌫) normalized to 1 (dotted curve) and ��(0⌫) decays (solid
curve). The ��(0⌫) spectrum is normalized to 10�2 (10�6 in the inset). All spectra
are convolved with an energy resolution of 5%, representative of several experiments.
However, some experiments, notably Ge, have a much better energy resolution.

in Figure 2, which shows an essentially exponential improvement, by more than a
factor of four per decade, of the corresponding limits. If this trend continues, we
expect to reach the neutrino mass scale suggested by the oscillation experiments in
10–20 years. Given the typical lead time of the large particle physics experiments,
the relevant double beta decay experiments should begin the “incubation” process
now.

2. NEUTRINO MASS: THEORETICAL ASPECTS

2.1. Majorana and Dirac Neutrinos

Empirically, neutrino masses are much smaller than the masses of the charged
leptons with which they form weak isodoublets. Even the mass of the lightest
charged lepton, the electron, is at least 105 times larger than the neutrino mass
constrained by the tritium beta decay experiments. The existence of such large
factors is difficult to explain unless one invokes some symmetry principle. The
assumption that neutrinos are Majorana particles is often used in this context.
Moreover, many theoretical constructs invoked to explain neutrino masses lead to
the conclusion that neutrinos are massive Majorana fermions.
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Figure 1.6: Spectral shapes of observable sum energy spectra of emitted elec-
trons in β β decays. The 2ν β β spectrum (dotted) is normalized to 1. The 0ν β β
spectrum (solid) is normalized to 10−2 (10−6 in the inset, which is similar to
experimental ratio). All spectra are convolved with an energy resolution of 5 %.
[7].
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Figure 1.7: Observed spectrum around the expected 0ν β β peak of the
Heidelberg-Moscow collaboration. [10]

The Heidelberg-Moscow Experiment [10]

The experiment in the Gran Sasso Laboratory used 11kg of Ge enriched to about
86 % in 76Ge in the form of five High Purity Ge (HPGe) active detectors. With
the exposure of 53.9 kg · yr, the evidence for 0ν β β decays was reported by a
few members of the collaboration and this is still a matter of controversy (well
known as KKDC claim. See Fig. 1.7). If it is true, the 0ν β β half life and the
resulting mass are

T0ν
1/2(76Ge) ∼ 1.9 × 1025 yr (90 % C.L.). (1.13)

⟨mβ β⟩ ∼ 0.35 eV. (1.14)

The method of analysis had been discussed, and to examine this claim is the
first goal of the other groups.

GERDA [11]

A first phase of the GERDA experiment at Gran Sasso used the germanium
(76Ge) detectors of Heidelberg-Moscow and IGEX (total mass 13kg). The de-
tectors are supported by a minimal amount of material with low radioactivity in
a 4mϕ cryostat filled with liquid argon as active shield and cooling material.
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GERDA collected the data between November 2011 and May 2013 as first
phase with total exposure of 21.6 kg · yr. Then a lower limit for 0ν β β of 76Ge
is derived as

T0ν
1/2(76Ge) > 3.0 × 1025 yr (90 % C.L.), (1.15)

which is one of the most stringent limits for 0ν β β. GERDA started a second
phase with additional 18kg of 76Ge detectors in 2013.

KamLAND-Zen [12]

The KamLAND-Zen experiment is performed at Kamioka Underground Obser-
vatry. A balloon of 1.54 m radius made out of 25 µm thick nylon is inserted
into the KamLAND detector and filled with xenon loaded scintillator (∼ 290 kg
136Xe). The project started collecting data in 2011. The results using data of 62
kg · yr exposure are below,

T2ν
1/2(136Xe) = 2.38 ± 0.14 × 1021 yr (1.16)

T0ν
1/2(136Xe) > 1.9 × 1025 yr (90 % C.L.). (1.17)

Meanwhile, unexpected backgrounds from 110mAg were observed in the Q-
value region. Additional 700 kg of Xe with 90 % enrichment and a cleaner
balloon are set in the near future. Therefore, KamLAND-Zen will be the first
observation with ton scale isotope masses.

EXO(EXO-200) [13]

EXO-200 at Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) focuses on 136Xe. The experi-
ment includes a liquid xenon TPC of 40 cm ϕ × 40 cm (175 kg liquid Xe, 100
kg fiducial mass). The group has recently published results on the 2ν β β half
life and limit on the 0ν β β half life with 32.5 kg · yr exposure as

T2ν
1/2(136Xe) = 2.1 ± 0.2 × 1021 yr (1.18)

T0ν
1/2(136Xe) > 1.6 × 1025 yr (90 % C.L.). (1.19)

This experiment is scheduled to run for 4 more years. In addition, next
expansions with multi-ton LXe detectors are planned.
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ELEGANT VI and CANDLES [16, 17, 18, 19, 20]

Calcium 48 (48Ca) has the highest Q β β(4.27 MeV) in β β isotopes (see Fig. 1.8, [14]),
but it has the exceedingly small natural abundance (0.187 %) [15]. We per-
formed the ELEGANT experiment, the measurements of 0ν β β with CaF2(Eu)
scintillators at Oto Cosmo Observatory. The ELEGANT VI detector consists of
23 CaF2(Eu) crystals with dimensions of 4.5×4.5×4.5 cm3 as sources (contain-
ing 7.7g of 48Ca), CaF2(pure) bars as light guides, and CsI(Tl) scintillators as
active veto (Fig. 1.9). ELEGANT VI with exposures of 4947 kg · day (about 2
years measurement) achieved zero background measurement and obtained the
most stringent experimental limit for 0ν β β of 48Ca,

T0ν
1/2(48Ca) > 5.8 × 1022yr (90 %C.L.) (1.20)

We continues the measurement focused on 48Ca 0ν β β with the CANDLES
experiment. 40 times targets in weight are prepared and impurities of crystals
are reduced to less than one order. Details of CANDLES are described in Chap-
ter 2.

Observation of 0ν β β must be performed with multiple isotopes comple-
mentary. The CANDLES experiment is expected to perform an important role
in 0ν β β physics.

1.4 Purpose of the study
Our group have operated the CANDLES experiment. On 0ν β β experiments,
background reduction is important to improve the sensitivity. Expected back-
grounds around Qβ β are β + γ emission from 208Tl (Qβ= 5.0 MeV) and se-
quential decay of 212Bi-212Po (max visible energy of β + α is around 5 MeV).
Those events can be discriminated by offline data analysis (See Chapter 3,4).
However, in a long-term measurement (97 days as live time), we found the un-
expected backgrounds in the high energy region above Q β β and peak structure
is found in 7∼8 MeV. To improve the detector sensitivity, it is necessary to elim-
inate the origin of backgrounds. The purpose of this study is to identify these
unknown backgrounds and to study the method of background reduction.
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Figure 1.8: Decay Scheme from 48Ca to 48Ti [14]. Single β decay of 48 Ca is
strongly suppressed by spin.
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Figure 1.9: A schematic drawing of ELEGANT VI. [16]

I. Ogawa et al. / Nuclear Physics A 730 (2004) 215–223 221

Table 1
Measured values of activities in ×10−5 Bq/kg of 214Bi, 220Rn and 219Rn for each CaF2(Eu) crystal in the
detector. See the caption of Fig. 1 for the detector number

Det. No. 214Bi 220Rn 219Rn Det. No. 214Bi 220Rn 219Rn

1 4554± 33 2952± 11 148± 24 14 159.9± 7.9 13.4± 0.9 13.8± 6.5
2 209.8± 7.7 8.5± 0.6 8.6± 6.0 15 401.8± 9.8 16.7± 0.9 10.3± 7.5
3 5.2± 2.3 11.7± 0.8 1.2± 2.0 16 60.7± 7.8 24.7± 1.1 18.7± 7.2
4 59.4± 4.9 3.6± 0.4 5.1± 4.0 17 97.3± 6.2 6.1± 0.7 7.1± 5.3
5 154.2± 7.9 9.6± 0.7 12.6± 6.7 18 39.2± 6.4 13.7± 0.9 10.1± 5.7
6 153.2± 7.5 13.3± 0.7 12.8± 6.2 19 151.0± 7.0 15.1± 0.9 9.2± 5.6
7 152.5± 6.5 7.9± 0.7 5.6± 5.0 20 16.1± 3.8 12.0± 0.8 4.5± 3.4
8 61.1± 5.2 4.6± 0.5 5.9± 4.4 21 36.4± 3.9 4.4± 0.4 5.4± 3.6
9 136.5± 6.3 4.9± 0.6 5.4± 4.8 22 32.6± 5.3 12.4± 0.8 10.9± 4.8
10 235.1± 8.0 9.6± 0.7 7.8± 6.3 23 55.3± 5.0 7.0± 0.7 5.7± 4.3
11 67.4± 5.0 4.4± 0.5 6.2± 4.1 24 41.9± 4.9 4.3± 0.6 5.6± 5.3
12 154.6± 7.1 13.8± 0.9 10.0± 5.7 25 7529± 40 4072± 12 205± 31
13 71.0± 5.3 3.9± 0.6 6.0± 4.4

(a) (b)

Fig. 4. (a) A comparison ofMonte Carlo simulations from the internal radioactivities (dashed line) and the 2νDBD
of 48Ca (dotted line) with experimental data (solid line) of a statistical significance of 4.23 kg yr. (b) Simulated
background spectra for each decay—dotted line: decay (1), dashed line: decay (2) and solid line: decay (3).

4. Results

The data taking started from middle of 1998, and present result is from the data taken
up to the end of 1999 (total live time of 5567 hours). The total weight of the 23 CaF2(Eu)
crystals is 6.66 kg, implying the presence of 9.61×1022 48Ca atoms. The energy spectrum
of the 23 crystals with a statistical significance of 4.23 kg yr, after the event selection de-
scribed in Section 2, is shown in Fig. 4(a).
In order to derive the lower limit of the half-life for the 0νDBD, we need to estimate

background events in this energy window. We considered two possible background

Figure 1.10: A comparison of the experimental data of live time of 232 days in
the ELEGANT VI experiment (solid line) with Monte Carlo simulations from
the internal radioactives (dashed line) and the 2ν β β of 48Ca (dotted line) [16]
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Chapter 2

The CANDLES Experiment

2.1 48Ca β β experiment
About three dozens of β β isotopes exist, but those which can be examined are
limited because high Q β β are required in order to reduce the natural radioactiv-
ity in environment. About a dozen isotopes are studied with β β physics cur-
rently. Table 1.2 shows the typical examined β β isotopes and their Q-values.
The CANDLES Experiment focuses on 48Ca as the target β β isotope.

A merit of 48Ca is the highest Qβ β value among all the β β isotopes (Q β β =
4274 keV), which makes it possible to perform measurement in very low back-
ground environment. The highest energy of natural background single γ-ray is
2.6 MeV from 208Tl decay. Therefore, we can search β β events of 48Ca without
natural radiation. In addition, higher Q β β makes better energy resolution at the
energy of 0ν β β, which is necessary to separate 0ν β β signals from 2ν β β ones.

On the other hand, 48Ca also has weakness in natural abundance which is
extremely small (0.187 %) [15]. 48Ca cannot be enriched with centrifugation
method because gas compound of calcium does not exist. To enlarge experimen-
tal exposure, new approach for 48Ca enrichment should be developed. Currently,
enrichment method by laser excitation and another method using resin-treated
crown ether are studied.
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2.2 Property of CANDLES
The concept of CANDLES (Fig. 2.1) is a solid large detector with 4π active
shielding system. The number of 10cm cubic CaF2(pure) crystal scintillators
are immersed in liquid scintillator (LS) which works as active veto shield. These
scintillators are placed in a transparent acrylic tank, and large PMTs, which are
installed in pure water, observe scintillation lights from both scintillators and LS
simultaneously. 0ν β β events cause a scintillation light from only each of CaF2
crystal that the event occurs, not from the other crystals and LS. An external
background (γ rays from outer detector and environment, cosmic rays) interacts
with LS and crystals, which causes lights from both scintillators. Each decay
constant of scintillator is considerably different; that of CaF2 is 1 µsec and that
of LS is about 10 nsec (Fig. 2.2). Therefore, scintillation lights from different
materials can be separeted analytically.

summarize the requirements for the LS in the two phase system.
We review some experiments to determine LS compositions for
the two phase system in Sections 5 and 6. We then demonstrate
the expected performance of CANDLES with a prototype detector
in Section 7. Finally, our conclusions about the present work are
discussed in Section 8.

2. CANDLES

CANDLES is a project to search for 0nbb decay of 48Ca.
The CANDLES system consists of undoped CaF2 scintillators
ðCaF2Þ, LS, and large photomultiplier tubes (PMTs). A large number
of CaF2 crystals in the form of 10 cm cubes are immersed in the LS.
Scintillating CaF2 crystals work as an active source detector for
0nbb decay of 48Ca, together with LS as a multi-purpose detector
component to both reject backgrounds and to propagate scintilla-
tion photons. PMTs are placed around the LS vessel to detect
photons from both scintillators. The simple design concept of
CANDLES enables us to increase the 48Ca source amount. Details
of the CANDLES design are described elsewhere [11], only the
schematic drawing is shown in Fig. 1.

2.1. CaF2 scintillator

The advantage of CaF2 crystal is that it is highly transparent to
its scintillation (effective attenuation length X100 cm), whereas
the CaF2ðEuÞ used in ELEGANT VI has a short effective attenuation
length, less than 10 cm, due to self-absorption of its emission
light. A large crystal of CaF2 can be employed because of its
transparency, which enables us to increase bb source amount.
Furthermore, ultra-pure CaF2 crystals are available at a low cost
because they have been commercially developed for optical lenses
of excimer lasers.

Up to now CaF2 crystals have not been used as scintillators,
except for the active-shielding light guides of ELEGANT VI [8], and
the bb decay experiment by Beijing group [12], whereas CaF2ðEuÞ

scintillators have been widely used. The reasons are as follows:
The light output of CaF2 is about half that of CaF2ðEuÞ. The
emission spectrum of CaF2 has a peak in the ultra-violet (UV)
region (285 nm) [13,14] as shown in Fig. 2(a), while that of
CaF2ðEuÞ has a peak in the visible region (420 nm). Although
the reduced light output and UV emission of CaF2 scintillator
diminishes the energy resolution, it can be used in CANDLES
system because these problems are solved with the two phase
technique, as described in the following sections.

2.2. LS as wavelength shifter

A wavelength shifter (WLS) dissolved in LS works for CaF2

scintillation (light) as well as for the primary scintillation of the
LS solvent. UV light from CaF2 is propagated into LS without
absorption because of the transparency of the CaF2 crystal. A
suitable WLS shifts the UV wavelength to the visible region where
the quantum efficiency of the large PMT is almost maximum
(maximum at #400 nm, see Fig. 2(b)). Thus, the problem of UV
scintillation from CaF2 is overcome in CANDLES.

The wavelength shift allows us to scale up the detector system
because the transparency of the shifted wavelength is higher than
that of the UV wavelength in the various detector components,
such as LS, acrylic resin, water, as well as CaF2 (see Fig. 2(c)).

ARTICLE IN PRESS

Large PMTs

Liquid Scintillato r

Buffer Oil or Water

Veto Phase

CaF2 Pseudo-crystal

CaF2 (pure)

Conversion Phase

Acrylic Container

Fig. 1. A conceptual design of proposed CANDLES detector. Pseudo-crystal (see
text) is also depicted in the enlarged frame.
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Fig. 2. Spectral properties of optical components used in CANDLES detector. Those
used in experiments to optimize LS described in this paper are also shown for
comparison. (a) Emission wavelength spectrum of CaF2 [14]. (b) Spectral
sensitivities of PMTs. The solid curve represents one of the 13 in. R8055-MOD
PMTs used in CANDLES system, which was measured by Hamamatsu Photonics
K.K. The dashed curve is the spectral response of widely used PMTs such as 2 in.
H1161-50 and 5 in. R1250 used here, which have cathode windows made of
borosilicate glasses [15]. (c) Transparency curves of UV-nontransparent acrylic
resin used for the LS vessel (thick solid line), UV-transparent acrylic resin for
pseudo-crystals (dashed) [16], Paraol250 as a base solvent (dotted) [17], CaF2 (dot-
dashed) and quartz (thin solid) used for LS container in test experiments.

S. Yoshida et al. / Nuclear Instruments and Methods in Physics Research A 601 (2009) 282–293 283

Figure 2.1: A conceptual design of the CANDLES detector and crystal mod-
ule [19].
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Figure 2.2: Illustration of scintillation pulse waveforms [20]. The CaF2 signal
has long decay constant (1 µs) and the LS signal has short constant (10ns).

CaF2 crystal module

A CaF2(pure) scintillator has an advantage of longer attenuation length (10m)
than CaF2(Eu), which is suitable for three-dimensional expansion of detector.
On the other hand, it has demerits of lower photon production which is nearly
half of CaF2(Eu) and the UV-region scintillation lights (Fig. 2.3) which are out
of sensitive region of PMTs. Light collection with PMT light guides should
be composed for the former problem, and both of problems can be solved with
wave length shifter(WLS) phase. In the detector design, a large number of CaF2
crystals in the form of 10 cm cubes are immersed in the LS.

WLS phase

In order to collect more scintillation photons, WLS has to absorb UV-region
lights and convert it into visible-region lights. In addition, a refractive index
of WLS must be close to that of CaF2 crystal (nCaF2 = 1.43). The thickness
is limited as mm order because WLS is dead volume for the LS active veto
phase. A kind of paraffin oil (Showa Shell Sekiyu K.K., Paraol) is selected
for the solvent of WLS. It does not absorb UV light and has a refractive index
which is close to that of crystals. Bis-MSB is selected for the solute, because it

21



Figure 2.3: Emission wavelength of undoped(pure) CaF2 (blue) and CaF2(Eu)
(green) taken from [20].

absorbs lights with wevelength around 360nm and converts it to that of 420nm
wavelength(Fig. 2.4). Then bis-MSB with paraffin oil is used for WLS in 5mm
thickness phase around CaF2 crystal.

LS as active veto phase

Active veto phase should have similar refractive index to crystal module with
WLS phase. Additionally, it is required to have a large light output, high light
transparency. Furthermore, a large quantity with reasonable costs is needed.
Pseudocumene(PC) is used as solvants because it has large light output and long
attenuation length. PC should be diluted in order to avoid dissolving the acryl
which is used for materials of CaF2 module cases and LS vessel. Then paraffin
oil is also used as solvant. As solutes of LS, Bis-MSB and PPO are selected.

Table2.1 is the components of WLS and LS used by CANDLES. LS is con-
fined into transparent acrylic vessels.
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Figure 2.4: Wavelength spectra of Bis-MSB. (solid) absorption lights, (dashed)
emmision. This figure is taken from [20].

WLS phase LS phase
Solvant paraffin oil paraffin oil (80 %) + pseudocumene (20 %)
Solute bis-MSB(0.1g/l) bis-MSB(0.1g/l) + PPO(1.0g/l)

Table 2.1: Components of WLS phase and active veto phase which is used as
CANDLES’s setup

PMTs and passive veto phase

Pure water phase is used as passive shield for environmental neutrons. Large
PMTs surrounding the LS tank observe scintillation light from CaF2 and LS.
light pipes are installed in front of PMTs in order to improve their light collec-
tion efficiency. PMTs and pipes are fixed on hard stainless steel tank.

2.3 Setup of the CANDLES III(U.G.) Detector

2.3.1 Detector setup
Current setup of the CANDLES experiment (CANDLES III(U.G.), Fig. 2.5) is
introduced. The detector is constructed in Kamioka Underground Observatory.

23



As Introduced Chapter 1.3 (Fig. 1.5), Kamioka Observatory reduces muon in-
tensity to negligible. Some of the other low background experiments are held in
Kamioka. [9]

Geometry

The detector is ϕ 3 m × 4 m stainless steel tank including 96 cubes of CaF2
crystal (300 kg in total), 2,000 L of LS and 28,000 L of pure water. Crystal
modules with 10 cm × 10 cm × 10 cm CaF2 crystals, WLS phase of 5mm in
thickness and acrylic cases are positioned at equal intervals of 10cm. These
module arrangements are shown in Fig. 2.6. Scintillator tank (ϕ 1.4 m × 1.4 m)
including CaF2 crystal modules are observed by 14 of 20-inches PMTs and 48
of 13-inches PMTs with mirror light pipes. Figure 2.7 shows the installed posi-
tion of PMTs. Each crystal module has different energy scales from the others
since it has individuality in WLS phase and photon number difference from its
location. This requires precise crystal identification and energy calibration for
each module. These parameters are calculated by the offline analysis which is
described in the next chapter.

Purification

Even if the β β emitter with high Qβ β is used, the detector should not be contam-
inated by radioactive impurities (U,Th series). Therefore, purification processes
are performed to crystals, active(LS) and passive(water) veto phase.

• On the stage of the crystal production, the impurities are removed from
CaF2 compounds by chemical approach. we select ingredient powder of
CaF2 compounds based on concentration of U,Th series impurities that
are measured by the Germanium detector.

• As a countermeasure against LS contaminations, there are the LS reserv-
ing tanks and purification equipment next to the detector tank. When the
detector is not during observation, LS is preserved into the reserving tanks
and purified by the system.

• Passive veto phase with pure water is cleaned by the pure water level
maintenance system during observation. Furthermore, N2 gas is flowed
into the tank in order to remove the radioactive gas (radon etc.) and com-
bustible oxygen from the internal gas of the detector.
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Figure 2.5: Setup of the CANDLES III(U.G.) Detector

Energy calibration system

Energy scales must be determined precisely for the detector. Good energy res-
olution is necessary to distinguish 0ν β β events from high-energy tail of 2ν β β
events in the vicinity of Qβ β. We must consider that each crystal module has
different energy scales from the others.

In order to estimate the scale of each crystal, we had to develop charac-
teristic energy calibration system. We planned to operate the standard γ-ray
source nearby crystals into the LS tank. Then the system should gain access
to flammable LS phase, and therefore O2 contamination must be prevented in a
safety requirement. In addition, in order to avoid electric speaks, source instal-
lation and operation must be performed without the use of mechanics. Consid-
ering requirements as above, the system was developed as the 30cm × 20cm ×
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Figure 2.6: Crystal layouts of the CANDLES III(U.G.) Detector

            

Top

Bottom

Side

   

X-axis

X-axis
Y-axis

Y-axis

Figure 2.7: PMT layouts of the CANDLES III(U.G.) Detector
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20cm stainless steel box(Fig. 2.8). We can attach this box to the detector tank
when we perform energy calibration run, and at first, the inner part of the box is
purged by flowing N2 gas. The tank has six apertures to connect to the calibra-
tion system since crystals are distributed widely. These apertures are closed by
equipped valves usually and opened in the case of calibration. A stainless wire
and a reel are attached to the box, and the ϕ1cm × 2cm capsule is suspended by
this wire. The cupsule is the jacket of small 88Y (γ ray of Eγ = 898 keV, 1836
keV) RI source (Fig. 2.10 shows the decay scheme of 88Y). Figure 2.9 shows
both shapes of the source and the jacket. The reel has a vernier scale and a
handle, and the source is installed nearby the crystal modules using this handle.

2.3.2 Electronics
DAQ system

The data acquisition system (DAQ system) is designed to take signals from
CaF2 scintillators. Figure 2.11 shows the circuit diagram of current system.
The scintillation lights from CaF2 scintillator and LS are viewed by 62 PMTs
simultaneously. Raw signals are amplified to 10 times by amplifier modules.
Each module has two output ports, one of which is used to input pulse shape
into FADC (Flash A/D Converter) modules to record pulse shapes. Analog
signals from 62 ports are summed up, also sent into FADC and used to make
triggers of data taking.

Trigger

Triggers of data taking are made by dual gate trigger system (DGT). This system
selects CaF2 events immediately using decay constant that is different between
CaF2 and LS(Fig. 2.2). DGT handles two types of digital pulse, gate S1 and
gate S2 (Table 2.2). Digital pulse is integrated for S1 and S2 gate indivisually.
Trigger is issued if integrated values are both above thresholds. In other words,
S1 and S2 are risen when a CaF2 signal is caught, and only S1 is risen when a
LS one or the other odd pulse comes. Trigger signal is sent due to timing of S2.
Figure 2.12 shows the expression of dual gates against pulse shape and Figure
2.13 shows the trigger efficiency. Here energy threshold for β-ray is about 880
keV.

In addition, pulse shape discrimination (PSD) in offline analysis is also nec-
essary to sweep the remaining LS or odd signal and to assess the type of event,
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Figure 2.8: (Left) Design of the energy calibration system. This is made of
stainless. (Right) The system attached to the detector.

SUS wire

screw

brazed stopper

screwed type jacket

88Y source
( Eckert & Ziegler 
Isotope Products )

Figure 2.9: (Left) Design of the 88Y and the jacket of the source.
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Table 2.2: Settings of Double Gate Trigger

Gate Time Width (ns) Threshold (ADC Counts) Delay Time (ns)

S1 128 1073 384
S1 168 3443 0

α or β. FADC modules are used to record and analyze the pulse shape. Wave-
forms of 62 PMTs are converted into digital form by FADC modules and are
stored as raw data (Fig. 2.14). This form is expression of 384 channels. Pulse
heights of first 512 ns, including about 130 ns pedestal in front of pulse rizing,
is recorded as pulse height by 2 ns using 256 channels. Shape of next 8.2 µs is
recorded as pulse height by 64 ns using 128 channels. Coarse recording of latter
pulse shape causes reduction of data size. Details of PSD is presented in next
chapter.
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2.3.3 Comparison to the ELEGANT VI detector
The CANDLES experiment and the ELEGANT VI experiment focus on 0ν β β
of 48Ca. CaF2(Pure) has longer attenuation length than CaF2(Eu) and allows us
to expand the detector in three-dimension. Table 2.3 shows the detector com-
parison of two detectors. In the target mass, the CANDLES III detector has
exposure which is about 45 times as large as that of the ELEGANT VI detector.
In addition, with expansion of crystal cubes from 4.5 cm to 10 cm on each side,
the higher detection efficiency for β β events is expected. The surface of crystal
is inefficient to detect 0ν β β, because β-rays emitted in this area escape to the
outside of the crystal without full energy deposit. The ratio of this inefficient
area to total scintillator can be reduced by enlarging crystal volume.

ELEGANT VI performed zero background measurement in 2 years and ob-
tained the most stringent limit for 0ν β β of 48Ca. If CANDLES III also performs
zero background experiment, It can achieve the sensitivity of ELEGANT VI in
less than 2 weeks experiment.

Table 2.3: The comparison between ELEGANT VI and CANDLES III

ELEGANT VI CANDLES III

Material CaF2(Eu) CaF2(Pure)
Crystal size 4.5 × 4.5 × 4.5 cm2 10 × 10 × 10 cm2

# of crystals 23 96
Target mass in total 6.7 kg 305 kg
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Figure 2.11: Circuit Diagram of CANDLES III(U.G.).
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Decay TimeDecay Time

Gate GateS1 S2 S1 S2

Figure 2.12: Double gate (S1 and S2) position against input pulse shape. (Left)
CaF2 pulse. (Right) LS pulse.

Figure 2.13: Trigger efficiency against crystal #1 [23]. Red curve is the fitting
function err(x) = 100/2 × {1+ erf(x − p0/

√
2p1)}. The edge of efficiency is on

81412 as integrated ADC values by 4 µs. This corresponds to 880keV of CaF2
energy.
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Figure 2.14: An example of digitized pulse shape. Pulse of First 512 ns is
recorded by 2ns, and latter 8 µs is coarsely recorded.
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Chapter 3

Analysis

3.1 Event Reconstruction
In order to distinguish 0ν β β events from backgrounds, we take several steps
in offline analysis. Methods of event reconstruction and event selection are
described in this section.

3.1.1 Informations from Pulse
We get important information from a pulse shape in each event: energy deposi-
tion in scintillator, event position, a scintillator type (CaF2 or LS) and particle
type (β or α).

Light from scintillators are caught by 62 PMTs and recorded in "the raw
data" as a voltage on each bin (first 256 bins per 2 ns and latter 128 bins per 64
ns) and time stamp by Flash ADC. The raw data is analyzed by "Pre-Analyzer"
program (see Fig. 3.1). At first, analyzer tags bad quality events. Next, inte-
grated charge for 4 µs from pulse-starting channel for each PMT is calculated.
Pedestal is calculated using non-pulse events that are taken by 1 Hz clock trig-
ger. Integrated charge for each PMT is used for position reconstruction. The
number of photons entering into each PMT is used for energy reconstruction.
Meanwhile, one-photon events are used for measuring a conversion factor from
charge to photoelectron for each PMT. Next, 62 pulses are summed up after
aligning pulse-starting timing. From this summed pulse shape, scintillator type
and particle type are distinguished by pulse shape discrimination (PSD). Energy,
position and PSD parameters are calculated by "Main Analyzer" program.
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Raw Data

Analyzed File

Pre-Analyzed File
Pre Analyzer

Main Analyzer
# of Photoelectron

Position
Energy

PSD Parameter
etc...

Tag of Bad Quality Events
Pulse Shapes

Integrated Charge
etc...

Time Stamp, Pulse Height / bin
etc...

Figure 3.1: Flowchart of analysis.

3.1.2 Bad Quality Events
In the CANDLES system, occasionally bad quality events are recorded in the
data. These bad events are categorized as below.

1. Events with saturated PMT signal. The main cause of saturation is large
pulse shape of LS emission.

2. Start channel errors. These are the cases that the start channel cannot be
recognized in the region of first 512 ns.

3. Events with overshoot PMT signal. These are cases that kickstart pulses
are higher than pedestal.

Pulse shapes of these bad quality events are shown in Fig. 3.2. These are
tagged separately by Pre-Analyzer, and can be removed as necesarry. In 0ν β β
study, we reject start channel errors and overshoot signals, but accept saturation
signals not to remove events in Q β β region unjustly. Influence of saturation
appears as lower shift of energy scale in high energy region described in section
3.1.5.
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Figure 3.2: Good and bad types of pulse shape. (a) A normal CaF2 pulse shape.
(b) A normal LS+CaF2 pulse shape. (c) A saturated signal. (d) Start channel
error. (e) Overshoot.
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3.1.3 Pulse Shape Discrimination
Chisquare values

Our primary concern is β decay in CaF2 crystals and we must consider a re-
duction of α signal. we need to discriminate between β and α pulses in CaF2,
and LS scintillation pulses. Events without CaF2 scintillation (only LS scin-
tillation) are rejected by online dual gate trigger; still, CaF2 events with small
energy deposit in LS are left. These CaF2 + LS emission events can be dis-
criminated using pulse shape information taking advantage of large difference
in decay constant (See Fig. 2.12). In addition, α-ray signal in CaF2 has a little
bit shorter decay constant than that of β-ray signal (See Fig. 3.3), which makes
decay type discrimination possible using pulse shape.

Fine pulse shape discrimination (PSD) is performed in order to pick up β
decay events. At first, reference pulses are generated from an avarage of about
10,000 events for each event types (β, α or β + LS) from data. Then each
event pulse is fit to reference pulses, and chisquare values (χ2

β,χ
2
α,χ2

β+LS) are
obtained. Chisquare value is defined as

χ2 =
1
d

∑
i

(
fi − er, i

σi

)2

(3.1)

where d is the degree of freedom, i is the number of bin, fi is the observed
pulse voltage on each bin, er, i is the pulse voltage of each reference pulse (r cor-
responds to the type of events; α, β, or β + LS) and σi is the error of observed
fi. In latter 128 bins (64 ns sampling) region, one photoelectron is normally
observed in only one bin, which means that the observed voltage is simply pro-
portional to the number of observed photoelectron and σi is equivalent to the
voltage conversion value of the photoelectron fluctuation. On the other hand,
in first 256 bins (2 ns sampling) region, one photoelectron is observed across
several bins because of ∼ 7 ns width of the photoelectron signal. Therefore, the
shape of the photoelectron signal is assumed as gaussian to calculate σi.

We use these values as pulse shape parameters. For example, imposing a
upper limit on χ2

β, other α-like and CaF2 + LS signals can be rejected. Figure
3.4 shows distributions of two parameters, χ2

α and χ2
β. In addition, the cut

inefficiencies by χ2
β cut are shown in Fig. 3.5. The inefficiency of β selection

by χ2
β < 1.5 is 93.7 %.
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Figure 3.3: α (red line) and β (blue line) pulse shapes. A slight difference in
decay constant makes a gap of pulse shape, especially in first 500 ns region.

χ2β

χ2α

α events

β events

Figure 3.4: Example distributions of χ2
α and χ2

β. α events and β events can be
separated with these parameters.
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Efficiency （カイ二乗ベータ）
黒：Alpha Events
赤：Beta Events
緑：Beta + LS 30~50 [keV]
青：Beta + LS 90~110 [keV]

Before After93.7％

7.08％

93.9％

0.76％

• 従来の方法と波形の64ns領域でref波形を最適化
し、2ns領域でカイ二乗を計算する方法とを比較

• カイ二乗ベータを使用すると、β/β+LSの分離がよく
なる可能性がある。

Cut Inefficiency for β+LS Events by χ2β Cut

Cut inefficiency @ 2.6 MeV
by Ohata, 2014/09/16

‣ 40 keV / 2600 keV ~ 1.5%
‣ 100keV / 2600 keV ~ 3.8%

Efficiency （カイ二乗ベータ）
黒：Alpha Events
赤：Beta Events
緑：Beta + LS 30~50 [keV]
青：Beta + LS 90~110 [keV]

Before After93.7％

7.08％

93.9％

0.76％

• 従来の方法と波形の64ns領域でref波形を最適化
し、2ns領域でカイ二乗を計算する方法とを比較

• カイ二乗ベータを使用すると、β/β+LSの分離がよく
なる可能性がある。

• χ2β < 3.0: “loose cut”
- Rejection power for β+LS events is not sure.

• χ2β < 1.5: used in 0νββ signal selection
- can remove events with ELS/Etotal > 0.04

Request
• LS contamination (e.g. 90% efficiency) vs χ2β plot is useful.
• Energy dependence of LS contamination (e.g. 7.6 MeV)

7

Figure 3.5: Cut inefficiencies for β, α, β+LS events by χ2
β cut at 2.6 MeV. Red

points correspond to β events, black points to α events, green points to β events
+ LS 30 ∼ 50 keV and blue points to β events + LS 90 ∼ 110 keV.

Shape Indicator

We also use "Shape indicator (SI)" [24] based on the Gatti parameter [25] as
an additional pulse shape parameter. This value is calculated from the equation
below,

SI ∝
∑

i

eα, i − eβ, i
eα, i + eβ, i

fi (3.2)

where i is the number of bin, fi is the observed pulse voltage on each bin and
er, i is the pulse voltage of each reference pulse (r corresponds to the type of
events; α, β). Shape indecator performs particle identification between α and
γ(β) rays (See Fig. 3.6). This value is mainly used in order to discriminate α
signals of backgrounds from Th-chain impurities in crystals.

3.1.4 Position Reconstruction
Each crystal module has different energy scales from the others. For this reason,
we should identify a crystal module in which a radiation ray deposits energy.
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Figure 3.6: Example distributions of Shape Indicator (SI) using 214Po α signal
(visible Eα = 2.6 MeV, red points) and 208Tl γ signal (Eγ = 2.6 MeV, blue
points).

As a result, analyzing event position is essential. Here we use weighted mean
method for event reconstruction discribed below,

r⃗ =
∑62

m=1 ImFm
−−−−→
PMTm∑62

m=1 ImFm
, (3.3)

where r⃗ is a position vector of event (x, y, z). m is PMT number(1∼62), Im is the
integral of pulse charge for each PMT, Fm is photoelectron number factor which
is given for each PMT, then ImFm corresponds to an amount of photoelectrons
which PMT(number m) observes. In addition,

−−−−→
PMTm is a position vector of

each PMT.
Figure 3.7 shows distributions of reconstructed position. Then rough β

events selection (χ2
β < 3) is performed. The distortion of position is seen espe-

cially in z-axis, which is caused by worse photoelectron collection efficiency of
PMTs set on upper of the detector (see Section 5.2). Nevertheless, comparing
with Fig. 2.6, position reconstruction reproduces crystal distribution and identi-
fication.
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Figure 3.7: Position reconstruction. (Top) Top view (x-y axis). (Middle) Side
view (x-z axis). (Bottom) Side view (y-z axis).
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3.1.5 Energy Reconstruction
Energy information is given as integrated value of the 4 µsec waveform. Energy
E is simply calculated below,

E = Tdate fn

62∑
m=1

ImFm (3.4)

where Tdate is a correction factor which is obtained by temperature of the detec-
tor per day (See Fig. 3.8), n is crystal number(1∼96), and m is PMT number(1∼62).
In addition, fn is energy scale factor which is given for each crystal. fn is given
by energy calibration measurement with standard γ-ray source. This value must
be determined precisely, because good energy resolution is necessary to distin-
guish 0ν β β events from high-energy tail of 2ν β β events. In addition, each
crystal module has different energy scales from the others. For this reason, fn
of each module must be measured individually.

Gain Correction 
Energy scale was checked in pilot run by using highly contaminated 
crystal. 
CaF2 light output depends on its temperature. 
Gain ~  +2% / deg.C 

 Î Check gain stability using 208Tl ǁ-ray peak (physics run). 
  Gain variation : ������ķ� 

This satisfied our current requirement ! 
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Sub-Run # (~ Time) 

Gain Stability Check 
208Tl peak value during 3 months 

9DULDWLRQ���������ķ�� 

Figure 3.8: Detector temperature (blue) and ralative energy scale (red). Hor-
izontal axis shows the sub-run number corresponding to the number of days.
This figure shows that energy scale has negative correlation to detector temper-
ature.

Energy Calibration with 88Y RI source

Energy scale of each module must be measured with points of energy as close
as Q β β. The standard source 88Y which usually emits 898 keV and 1836 keV γ-
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rays in single electron capture reaction is used for energy calibration (Fig. 2.10).
1836 keV is the highest energy (the closest to 4.27 MeV of Q β β(48Ca)) in stan-
dard RI source.

Small 88Y source is hanged on and put on positions among crystals in LS
tank. Factors of crystals can be measured at a certain position of the source.
We can measure energy scales at 1836 keV of all crystals by changing source
position. Figure 3.9 shows an energy spectrum of this calibration measurement.
The highest peak corresponds to 1836 keV γ-ray, and sum peak of 898 keV and
1836 keV γ-rays can be seen. 898 keV events are usually lower than energy
threshold. We calculate the energy scale fn using a charge value of 1836 keV.
Figure 3.10 shows a center value of 1836 keV peak at each crystal. The variation
of the energy scales for each crystal is 14 %. Energy spectrum of total crystals
is obtained by applying the energy factor for each crystal.

Energy Calibration with neutron source

In order to estimate energy scales in Q β β region, calibration run with 252Cf neu-
tron source and Si, Ni blocks were performed. No isotope emits γ-rays with
energy of 3 MeV or higher spontaneously. On the other hand, when a nucleus
captures a single neutron, it is excited and quickly decays to a ground state with
emission of γ-rays (called (n,γ) reactions). Several nuclei can emit high energy
γ-rays with (n,γ), which are useful for high energy calibration of the detector.
Therefore, calibration run with 252Cf neutron source and absorbers were per-
formed. Here silicon (Si) and nickel (Ni) were selected as neutron absorbers.
Energy of γ-rays from (n,γ) is shown in Fig. 3.11. The silicon absorber was the
form of blocks with the size of 30 cm × 30 cm × 40 cm including 63 % of sil-
icon. The nickel absorber was the form of a polyet ball with 18 cm in diameter
including 35 % of nickel oxide. Information about 252Cf source is presented in
Chapter 4. Both scematic views are shown in Fig. 3.12. Especially Si has γ-ray
emission at 3.5 MeV and 5 MeV which can be used to check energy linearity in
Q β β region.

By calibration runs with two absorbers, (n, γ) spectra were obtained (shown
in Fig 3.13). Energy peaks of high energy γ-rays could be observed. In addi-
tion, an energy peak in 7.6 MeV could be seen. This peak was observed even in
background measurement (meaning observation with 252Cf source without ab-
sorbers). This was caused by (n,γ) reactions of iron (Fe) included in the stainless
steel tank. With these energy peaks, linearity of energy was studied as shown in
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Figure 3.9: Example of energy spectrum in 88Y calibration run. Events in crys-
tal No.1 are extracted using position reconstruction. Horizontal axis shows the
sum of the number of photoelectrons (p.e.). The highest peak at 1272 p.e. cor-
responds to 1836 keV γ-ray events.

Figure 3.10: Energy scale as a center value of 1836 keV peak at each crystal.
Holizontal axis shows crystal number.
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next section.
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Figure 3.11: A calculated γ-ray spectrum from (n,γ) reaction in silicon (Si, left)
and nickel (Ni, right) absorbers. Energy and cross section of each γ-ray are
from [22].

Energy Scale around Q β β

Energy calibration with 88Y only enables to estimate calibration factors in the
energy region at 1836 keV. One of our primary demand for 0ν β β search is
precise energy reconstruction in the region around Q β β of 48Ca (4.27 MeV).
Meanwhile, current energy resolution of Q β β is estimated as σ/µ ∼ 3 % (See
Fig. 3.16), and therefore uncertainty of energy determination should be enough
smaller than this value. Here we must confirm that energy factor estimation on
lower energy (∼ 2 MeV) can be applied on the region around Q β β. Thus, we
performed linearity check using 3.5 ∼ 9 MeV γ rays from neutron capture (n,γ)
reactions. These measurement were performed with 252Cf neutron source. We
examined the linearity of the whole detector using energy peaks below:

• γ-ray peaks of environmental 40K (1.4 MeV) and 208Tl (2.6 MeV),

• 3.5 MeV and 5 MeV γ-rays from (n,γ) at silicon (Si),

• 7.6 MeV γ-ray from (n,γ) at iron,

• 8.5 MeV and 9 MeV γ-rays from (n,γ) at nickel (Ni).
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Figure 3.12: Schematic views of Si (Left) and Ni (Right) absorbers.
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Figure 3.13: (Left) Observed energy spectra of 252Cf source runs with Si block.
The spectrum with background subtracted is shown in blue solid line. We see
peaks at 5 MeV and 3.5 MeV in this spectrum. (Right) Observed energy spectra
of 252Cf source runs with Ni Ball. The spectrum with background subtracted is
shown in purple solid line. We see peaks at 9 MeV, 8.5 MeV and 6.8 MeV are
shown in this spectrum.
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Figure 3.14 shows comparison between calculated energy and real energy.
Calculated energy is getting lower than real value in the energy region above 3
MeV. These shifts of energy are from saturated signal of small LS deposit (see in
FIg.3.15). In Q β β region, difference between calculated energy and real energy
is estimated as about 0.4 %. We can calculate the energy value of events with
better accuracy than energy resolution. Current energy resolution of CANDLES
III is shown in Fig. 3.16. We estimate energy resolution in 4.27 MeV at ∼ 6 %
in FWHM.

3.2 Analysis of Physics Run
In this section, we show analysis of physics run for 0ν β β search. We have
performed some series of physics run continuously since 2012. In this thesis,
one series of physics run (called "Run005") is used for the background and
sensitivity investigation. This series was performed from June 2013 to October
2013 which has the live time of 61.0 days and exposure of 1.86 × 104 kg×day
(96 crystals).

3.2.1 Conceivable Background Sources in Q β β
When we search for β β events in energy spectra, tight background reduction
must be applied. In this observation, 0ν β β events will be shown as signals
of β-ray, in Q β β the energy region and position in crystal. 0ν β β events are
selected using the information from event reconstruction as explained in section
3.1 ; however, a part of backgrounds which cannot be rejected by this method,
especially in the Q β β energy region, must be rejected using another analysis
described below. Conceivable backgrounds in Q β β region are caused by 232Th
impurities in the detector, in other words, two decays in Th-chain (Fig. 3.17)
can be backgrounds.

• 212Bi-212Po sequential decays

212Bi→ 212Po→ 208Pb (3.5)

Half-life of 212Po is 0.3 µsec which means that total energy of these se-
quential decays is a problem. Q-value of 212Bi β decay is 2.248 MeV.
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Qα of 212Po α decay is 8.785 MeV but CaF2(Pure) scintillator quenches
α-ray in a factor of about 0.3. This makes visible Qα about 3 MeV. In
total, visible energy of 212Bi-212Po sequential decays are distributed up to
5 MeV region, as a result, these decays can be backgrounds. Figure 3.18
shows two cases of pulse shapes in 212Bi-212Po sequential decays.

In order to exclude these events, two method are performed. In the case
long sequential time lag in which a kickstart of 212Bi β decay and that
of 212Po α decay are separated clearly, we perform a time difference dis-
crimination to find these kickstarts. More than 95 % of 212Bi-212Po decays
can be discriminated and excluded. in the case of short interval event In
the case of shorter interval event, a time difference discrimination method
may not work well. We use SI as an additional pulse shape parameter
in this case. To regard a summed pulse with short interval as an "α-like"
pulse, we can exclude sequential decay backgrounds using SI. Figure 3.19
shows SI distributions of sequential decays in energy region near Q β β.
For 0ν β β search, events in purple box (0ν β β window) is established
as SI limit in -3σ ∼ +1σ and ∆T < 10ns. Finally, reduction efficiency of
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Figure 3.17: Th-chain.
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212Bi-212Po sequential decays backgrounds at 4.27 MeV attains more than
99 %. The detection efficiency for 0ν β β of this selection corresponds to
84 %. This efficiency is calculated from the number of data in 2.6 MeV
(± 1 σ) 208Tl γ peak which decreases when the selection is applied.

• 208Tl β decays

212Bi→ 208Tl→ 208Pb (3.6)

Q β− of 208Tl β decay is 5.0 MeV (shown in Fig. 3.20). Although we can
ignore 2.61 MeV γ emission from 208Tl, β+ γ events can be background.
In order to remove 208Tl events, we must focus on 212 Bi α decays that
are previous events of 208Tl β decays. Qα of 212Bi α decay is 6.05 MeV,
corresponding to visible Qα of about 1.7 MeV. Half-life of 208Tl is 3.0
min.

Reduction of 208Tl β signals is performed using time coincidence method
between parent 212Bi α signals and daughter 208Tl β signals. α signals in
1.7 MeV region (± 3 σ) are selected using χ2

α and SI. These are regarded
as 212Bi α signals. Then, all events within 12 minutes (four times of 208Tl
half-life) from timing of each 212Bi α signal in same crystals are excluded
(see Fig 3.21). In this method, reduction efficiency of 208Tl β decays
attained about 60 %, and data acceptance rate is estimated as 66 %.

3.2.2 Event Selection
When we search for 0ν β β events in energy spectra, we perform event selection
with event reconstruction parameter and background reduction. We must study
β events which occur in CaF2 crystals. In addition, backgrounds of known
causes (212Bi-212Po sequential decays and 208Tl β decays) must be rejected.
From above mentioned requirements, we set limits to event reconstruction pa-
rameters (named "0ν β β selection") :

• Reduction of bad quality events.

• χ2
β < 1.5 to remove LS + CaF2 events.

• SI selection (-3σ < SI < 1σ) and double pulse cut to remove 212Bi-212Po
sequntial decays.
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Figure 3.18: pulse shapes in 212Bi-212Po sequential decays. (Top) A typical case
(time interval ∆T ∼ 300 ns). (Bottom) A case of short interval (∆T ∼ 120 ns).

52



ᱵཎ䛥䛚䜚䚸2014ᖺ03᭶27᪥䚸≀⌮Ꮫ఍
77

Ἴᙧᘚู䠖㐃⥆ಙྕ㝖ཤ(SI)
Sh

ap
e 

In
di

ca
to

r

't(ch)

᫬㛫ᕪ䛜10ch௨ୗ䚸䛛䛴䚸
SI䛜-3s~1s䚸䛾㡿ᇦ
ĺBGゎᯒ䛻䜘䛟౑䛖䚹

㐃⥆ಙྕ஦㇟䠖
᫬㛫ᕪ䛜㛗䛟䛺䜛䛸SI䛿ᑠ䛥䛟䛺䜛

㐃⥆ಙྕ䛻ᑐ䛩䜛SI vs ᫬㛫ᕪศᕸ

䜶䝛䝹䜼䞊 4~4.5MeV䛾஦㇟

᫬㛫ᕪ0䛾Ȗ⥺(LS䛺䛧)䛾ሙྜ䛾SI

᫬㛫ᕪ0䛾㐃⥆ಙྕ(LS䛺䛧)䛾ሙྜ䛾SI

Sequential decays :
the longer Δt -> the smaller SI

SI of sequential 
decays

( Δt = 0 sec )

SI of γ
( Δt = 0sec )

Energy region (4 ~ 4.5 MeV)

0νββ
window

Figure 3.19: Distributions of time interval of 212Bi-212Po sequential decays (∆T)
and SI in energy region of 4 ∼ 4.5 MeV. 0ν β β window is figured by purple box.

53



208
 82Pb

00+

2614.5513–

3197.7435–
3475.1134–

3708.445–
3919.80(6)–
3946.44(4)–
3960.965–

3995.7(5)–
4125.31(4,5)–
4180.415–
4296.175–
4358.46(4)–

4382.96–
4480.56–

0.
05

2 
 1

28
2.

8 
 

0.
01

7 
 1

18
5.

1 
 

0.
00

20
  1

74
4.

0 
 

0.
01

1 
 1

16
0.

8 
 

0.
03

1 
 8

83
.3

  

0.
04

0 
 8

21
.2

  

0.
04

0 
 5

87
.7

  

0.
20

3 
 9

82
.7

  

0.
02

2 
 7

05
.2

  

0.
13

1 
 9

27
.6

  

0.
03

6 
 6

50
.1

  

0.
00

7 
 1

38
1.

1 
 

79
8.

0 
 

1.
81

  7
63

.1
3 

 M
1(

+E
2)

  

0.
05

0 
 4

85
.9

5 
 

0.
69

  2
52

.6
1 

 M
1 

 

0.
04

3 
 7

48
.7

  

0.
20

1 
 7

22
.0

4 
 M

1+
E2

  

0.
17

8 
 2

11
.4

0 
 M

1 
 

0.
40

  1
09

3.
9 

 

22
.6

  5
10

.7
7 

 M
1+

E2
  

0.
30

7 
 2

33
.3

6 
 M

1 
 

12
.4

2 
 8

60
.5

64
  M

1+
E2

  

6.
31

  2
77

.3
51

  M
1+

E2
  

84
.5

  5
83

.1
91

  E
2 

 

99
  2

61
4.

53
3 

 E
3 

 

 stable 

 16.7 ps 

 294 ps 
 4 ps 
 <100 ps 

 <18 ps 

208
 81Tl≈

48.7% 5.6
21.8% 5.7
24.5% 5.4
0.63% 6.7
0.043% 7.8
3.09% 5.9
0.007% 8.5
0.168% 6.9
0.227% 6.7
0.08% 6.9
0.044% 7.1
0.017% 7.4
0.052% 6.7

5(+) 0
3.053 m

Qβ−=5000.9

8992

Figure 3.20: Decay Scheme of 208Tl [14].

• Rejection of events after 12 minutes from the timing of each 212Bi α sig-
nal.

• Selection of 26 of best purified crystals that are contaminations of 232Tl <
10 µBq/kg. Events in ± 3 σ region from center position of these crystals
(for each x, y, z axis) are selected.

Additionally, in order to study shapes of energy spectra, we also use loose
"CaF2 selection" very often:

• Reduction of bad quality events.

• χ2
β < 3.0.

• Selection of all 96 crystals. Events in 3 σ region from center position of
these crystals (using the Gaussian fit) are selected.
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Figure 2. a) Result of the position reconstruction analysis on Z-axis. In the CANDLES III system, 6 layers of the
CaF2(pure) scintillators are installed on the Z-axis. The left peak is corresponding to the reference CaF2(pure).
The peaks of the reconstructed position have ∼6σ separation for each CaF2(pure) scintillator. b) The energy
spectra of the preceding events of 208Tl. Red (black) line corresponds to the preceding (accidental) events. The
peak at 1.7MeV was due to 212Bi decay (Eα=6.1MeV). c) ∆t distribution between the preceding and delayed
events. By fitting with two exponential function, we obtained the half-life of 187 ± 56 sec.

obtained between α- and γ-rays. Rejection efficiency is 98% of (γ-ray + liquid scintillator) events
with 90% of acceptance for α-ray.

Based on techniques of the position reconstruction and the pulse shape discrimination, we applied
the time correlation analysis for 208Tl. The energy spectrum of the candidate events of the preceding α-
decay is shown in figure 2-b). The peak at 1.7MeV was likely due to α-rays coming from the preceding
α decay (212Bi : Eα=6.1MeV). To confirm the origin of the peak, we analyzed the distribution of time
lag ∆t between the preceding and the delayed events. The time lag ∆t distribution of the preceding
events with energy of 1.6-1.8MeV is shown as figure 2-c). In order to obtain the half-life, we fitted the
time spectrum with two exponential function. The half-life derived from the ∆t distribution was 187
± 56 sec. The calculated half-life nearly agreed with one of 208Tl(183 sec). Thus it was concluded
that the peak at 1.7MeV was due to 212Bi α-rays and we found that 208Tl can be rejected by the time
correlation analysis.

3 Conclusion
We have developed CANDLES in order to explore the mass region of ∼ 30 meV. Now the CANDLES
III system was installed at the Kamioka underground laboratory. By improvement of the detector
system and the pulse shape analyses, we can reduce the background events from 2νββ and 208Tl. By
estimating the results for the background reductions, the system will achieve the background free
measurement. The expected sensitivity of the CANDLES III system is 0.5 eV for effective neutrino
mass. In near future, CANDLES will be scaled up for a high sensitive measurement. This system has
no problem to construct the large system.
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a) b)

Figure 3.21: Figures of 212Bi-208Tl coincidence [26]. a) The energy spectra of
the preceding events of 208Tl. Red line corresponds to the preceding and black
line to accidental events. The peak at 1.7 MeV is due to the prompt 212Bi decay.
b) δt distribution between the preceding and delayed events. This exponential
curve (with accidental events) shows the half-life of 187 ± 56 sec.

3.2.3 Energy Spectra
Here we show observed energy spectra in 61.0 days live time. Figure 3.22 shows
spectra with CaF2 and 0ν β β event selection. Structure in 3.5 ∼ 5 MeV region
of the blue spectrum mainly consists of 208Tl β decay events, and we can see
that this structure cannot be seen in red line. On the other hand, we can see
6 events in energy region of 4.16 ∼ 4.48 MeV (according to energy resolution,
Q β β - 1σ ∼Q β β + 2σ). The events are more than estimated the number of 208Tl
backgrounds (∼ 1 events / 26 crystals / 61 days). This indicates that unexpected
backgrounds exist. Focusing on the high energy region of the blue spectrum,
there are a structure with two peaks. Peaks shows around 7.5 MeV and 9 MeV.
These peaks will make low energy structure and influence as backgrounds in
Q β β region. We must identify the origin of these unexpected backgrounds. The
study of these high energy events is shown in the next chapter.
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3.2.4 Current Sensitivity
The sensitivity of 0ν β β is calculated as below,

T0ν
1/2 > ln 2

MTaNAϵ

µW
, (3.7)

where M is the target mass, T is the measurement time, with following the
Feldman-Cousins method [29], W is the morecular weight of the molecule, a
is the abundance of β β candidate per molecule, NA is Avogadro’s constant (
= 6.02 × 1023 atom/mol [30]), ϵ is the detector efficiency, and µ is the high-
est Poisson signal mean which is derived from observed events and background
events. Here µ is calculated using a number of observed background events.
According to this formula, the sensitivity is proportional to the mass of the tar-
get, the isotopic abundance, the detector efficiency and approximately inverted
proportional to the event rate (Nevent/T).
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Current sensitivity of CANDLES as limit for 0ν β β half life of 48Ca is cal-
culated as

T0ν
1/2(48Ca) > 0.8 × 1022yr. (3.8)

The value of each parameter is listed in Table 3.1. Here, the detector effi-
ciency ϵ ∼ 0.3 is estimated as the total efficiencies shown below;

• Detection efficiency for 0ν β β events based on size of crystals and energy
resolution. The efficiency is estimated by Monte Carlo simulation with
the energy resolution of 6 % (FWHM) at Q β β to be 62 % (See Fig. 3.23).

• Bad quality cut efficiency (∼ 100 %).

• Position selection efficiency (99 %).

• β selection efficiency (χ2 and SI) (94 % and 84 %) which are calculated
from the number of data in 2.6 MeV (± 1 σ) 208Tl γ peak which decrease
when the selection is applied.

• Acceptance in reduction of 208Tl decays (66 %).

Current sensitivity has not reached the level of ELEGANT VI even though
exposure is limited on this analysis (96 → 26 crystals). The key of sensitivity
improvement is surely low background observation.

Table 3.1: Parameter for 0ν β β sensitivity of the current CANDLES III detector.

M T a NA ϵ W µ

82.68 kg 0.167 yr 1.87 × 10−3 6.02 × 1023 /mol 0.3 0.07807 kg/mol 5.47
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Figure 3.23: Simulated energy spectra of 0ν β β events with energy resolution
FWHM = 6 % at 4.27 MeV. Blue line corresponds to the spectrum of crystal #1
and red line to crystal #48. In energy region of Q β β - 1σ ∼ Q β β + 2σ (purple
box), detection efficiency is estimated to be 62 %.
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Chapter 4

High Energy Background Study

4.1 Background Candidate
As discussed in Chapter 3, we tried to find 0ν β β signals in physics run with
event selection using energy, position reconstruction and pulse shape discrimi-
nation, while we found more backgrounds than expectation in the energy region
above Q β β. We studied the origin of these backgrounds in high energy region.
In Fig. 3.22, the characteristic structure of two peaks is shown. There is a clear
peak around 7.5 MeV and this is the key to understand these high energy back-
grounds.

Neutron capture, a nuclear reaction in which an atomic nucleus and neutrons
collide and merge to form a heavier nucleus, is one of the main possibilities of
high energy events. Neutron capture is accompanied by γ-ray emissions ((n,γ)
reaction). There are various energies and intensities of emitted γ-rays in these
reactions. Especially, iron (Fe) emits remarkable 7.631 MeV and 7.646 MeV γ-
rays from (n,γ) reactions. In fact, Fe is contained in materials around the CAN-
DLES detector. Mainly two materials can be candidates of (n,γ) background
origins; a detector tank which is made of "SUS304", a type of stainless steel,
and rock wall surraunding the experimental tank. Each elemental composition
is given in Table 4.1.

Figure 4.1 and Figure 4.2 show the schematic views of neutron capture reac-
tion around the detector and expected γ-ray spectra of each material considering
its elemental composition. These spectra are calculated from the photon inten-
sity of γ-rays as seen in (n,γ) reactions based on cross section [22] and chemical
composition of the material. The stainless steel of the tank contains about 70 %
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of Fe, 8.0 ∼ 10.5 % of nickel (Ni) and 18.0 ∼ 20.0 % of chromium (Cr). In the
energy region above 7 MeV, Fe γ-ray emission with energy around 7.6 MeV is
considered to be the main component of (n,γ) reaction. This emission can be
the source of the 7.5 MeV peak. In addition, both Ni and Cr components emit
high energy γ-rays (especially, 8.998 MeV of Ni and 8.884 MeV of Cr) from
(n,γ) reactions. They are origins of the 9 MeV peak in energy spectra of physics
runs. The wall material is solid rock of Kamioka and its chemical composition
is given in [27]. As for the rock material, Fe γ-ray emission with energy around
7.6 MeV is dominant.

In conclusion, we assumed that γ-ray from (n,γ) reactions of the detector
tank and the rock wall could be the origin of high energy backgrounds.

Here we have to make reference to the neutron flux in physics run. In pre-
vious research with the 3He proportional counter [31], flux of thermal neutrons
(with energy En = 0.025 eV), non-thermal neutrons (0.5 eV ≤ En ≤ 10 MeV)
and fast neutrons (0.5 MeV ≤ En ≤ 10 MeV) were estimated as below,

Φthermal = 8.26 ± 0.58 × 10−6 neutrons/cm2/sec (4.1)

Φnon−thermal = 1.15 ± 0.12 × 10−5 neutrons/cm2/sec (4.2)

Φfast = 2.06 ± 0.21 × 10−6 neutrons/cm2/sec. (4.3)

Considering that the detector tank has the surface area of 51.8 m2, number of
thermal and non-thermal neutrons incident on the tank are calculated as

nthermal = 4.28 ± 0.30 neutrons/sec (4.4)

nnon−thermal = 5.96 ± 0.62 neutrons/sec (4.5)

ntotal = nthermal + nnon−thermal = 10.3 ± 1.3 neutrons/sec. (4.6)

In addition, By assuming that the laboratory has a simple cylinder shape with
6 m in the floor diameter and 6 m in height, the the surface area of the rock
wall is estimated to be 170 m2. As a result, number of thermal and non-thermal
neutrons incident on the rock are calculated as

nthermal = 14 ± 1 neutrons/sec (4.7)

nnon−thermal = 20 ± 2 neutrons/sec (4.8)

ntotal = nthermal + nnon−thermal = 34 ± 3 neutrons/sec. (4.9)

60



H.Kakubata, 11th Oct. 2014, HAWAII2014

 Background Candidate

8

Rock
Stainless Steel Tank

n

γ

Reference: Database of IAEA & PRD74, 053007 (2006)

Energy(keV)
3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000 9000 10000

In
te
ns
ity

0

0.05

0.1

0.15

0.2

0.25

0.3
Fe
Cr
Ni

Database(SUS)

Fe

Cr
Ni

 Calculated γ-ray spectrum using database from 
(n,γ) reaction in stainless steel tank

7.6MeV

~9MeV

3000     4000     5000    6000     7000    8000    9000    10000

Energy(keV)
 In

te
ns

ity

• Characteristic structure in 7-8 MeV

‣Fe emits 7.6MeV γ-ray from neutron capture (n,γ) reactions

- Where are Fe? → Stainless steel tank and Rock

Stainless Steel Tank

Figure 4.1: (Left) Schematic view of neutron capture at stainless steel tank.
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Table 4.1: The elemental composition of rock in Kamioka [27] and stainless
steel tank (SUS 304, [28]). Neutron capture cross section and energy for princi-
pal γ-rays from (n,γ) reaction in each element [22] are also shown in the table.

Element Rock Tank Cross section Energy for principal γ-rays
(%) (%) (barns) (keV)

O 60.67 1.9 × 10−4

Si 18.47 < 1.00 0.172 3539, 4934
Al 10.58 0.231 1779
Na 3.90 0.530 1369, 2754
K 2.11 2.06 30, 770
Ca 1.82 0.431 1943, 6420
Fe 1.04 (66.3 - 74.0) 2.56 7631, 7646
H 0.58 0.3326 2223
C 0.29 < 0.08 3.5 × 10−3 4945, 1262

Mg 0.28 6.7 × 10−2 3917, 585
P 0.11 < 0.045 0.172 513
Tl 0.09 3.44 140

Mn 0.04 < 2.00 13.36 847
S 0.01 < 0.030 0.534 841, 5421
Cr 18.00 - 20.00 3.07 835, 8884
Ni 8.00 - 10.50 4.39 8998, 465, 8534

4.2 Experimental Run with 252Cf Neutron Source
In order to verify the hypothesis that (n,γ) reaction is the source of backgrounds,
we must understand how events appear in experimental energy spectra. In ad-
dition, we need to determine the fraction of (n,γ) origin which is necessary for
designing additional background shielding. To study them, we performed neu-
tron source run in order to generate (n,γ) reaction artificially.
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4.2.1 Setup of Neutron Source Run
We used californium 252 (252Cf) neutron source in order to obtain sufficient
statistics of (n,γ) events in limited time scale. Figure 4.3 shows setup and photos
of neutron source run. In contrast to energy calibration with the 88Y source, the
neutron source was set outside of the detector, between the detector tank and the
rock. For comparison with energy spectra of γ-rays from the tank and the rock,
the source was placed near the tank and near the rock wall with observation
performed depending on the source position.

The neutron source 252Cf emits a number of neutrons and γ-rays in its spon-
taneous fission reactions. Average energy of emitted neutrons is about 2 MeV.
Prepared 252Cf source had its radioactive intensity of 0.4 MBq. Three percents
of decays in 252Cf is spontaneous fission and 3.8 neutrons in average are emitted
in the fission, which corresponded to neutron emissions as

nsource = 4.56 × 104 neutrons/sec (4.10)

at the time of this experiment. When the neutron source was set near the rock
wall, almost all of these neutrons enter the rock. Simple estimation with neu-
trons incident in comparison to environmental neutrons incident on the tank
(4.9) indicated that neutron source run for about 6 hours would provide a statis-
tic of neutron-induced events in one-year physics run. In order to shield unnec-
essary γ-rays, lead (Pb) blocks with 5 cm thickness were used.

Table 4.2 shows run list of neutron source run series.

Table 4.2: List of each neutron source run and physics run.

Run Name Date Run Time Live Time

Cf run (Tank) 31st August 2014 21899 sec 20920 sec (5.8 h)
Cf run (Rock) 31st August 2014 41994 sec 40567 sec (11.3 h)
Physics Run June ∼ October 2013 5.39 × 106 sec 5.27 × 106 sec (61.0 days)
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Figure 4.3: (Up) Top view of the experimental site and the layout of the setup
of the Cf runs. Observation of Cf run (Rock) and Cf run (Tank) were performed
individually. (Middle) A photo of the source setting near the tank. (Bottom) A
photo of the source setting near the rock.
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4.2.2 Energy spectra of Neutron Source Runs
Spectrum of Cf run (Tank) and that of Cf run (Rock) without normalization are
shown in Fig. 4.4 and Fig. 4.5. Loose CaF2 selection was applied in order to
compare spectral shapes with physics run in this region. In addition, each source
run was normalized with the number of events in the energy region above 5.5
MeV in Fig. 4.6. This figure shows energy spectrum of 61.0 days physics run
in blue plots, that of Cf run (Tank) in red and that of Cf run (Rock) in green.
There are lots of events in physics run in the region below 5 MeV because loose
selection was also applied to physics run and 208Tl β events are not rejected.
We should focus on the energy region above 5.5 MeV.

We found that 7.6 MeV peak (Fe) and 9 MeV (Fe, Cr, Ni) structure from
(n,γ) reactions are observed experimentally. In addition, an energy peak in 6
MeV region were found in every spectrum, which corresponded to γ-rays of
5.920 MeV and 6.019 MeV from (n,γ) reactions from Fe. From the above,
spectra of neutron source runs reproduced the spectrum of physics run above
5.5 MeV.

We considered that high energy backgrounds come from γ-rays originating
in (n,γ) reactions; however, in spite of different source position, there were not
many gaps between two spectra of neutron source run. The tank captures more
neutrons than estimated, because neutrons from the source were reflected by the
rock and distributed uniformly in the laboratory. In addition, Silicon component
which is shown in Fig. 4.2 could not be observed because the rock shielded 3.5
MeV and 5 MeV γ-rays. Statistics in 7.6 MeV peaks (shown in Table 4.3 as
item A) shows that Cf run (rock) for about 4.3 hours could provided a statistic
of neutron-induced events in one-year physics run. This result was consistent
with estimation using neutron flux.

4.2.3 Components of (n,γ) Backgrounds
In the following discussion, we assume that γ-ray spectra in energy region above
7 MeV consist of two components; one is from the rock and another is from the
tank. Components of (n,γ) backgrounds were estimated from the shape of each
Cf run spectrum. Figure 4.7 shows calculated γ-ray spectra from (n,γ) reactions
in both materials with energy resolution FWHM = 6 % at 4.27 MeV. Same data
with Fig. 4.1 and 4.2 [22] are used in these spectra. Ratio of total number of
events in 8 ∼ 10 MeV (area B) to that in 7 ∼ 8 MeV (area A) are used for
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Figure 4.4: Energy spectra of Cf run (Tank) in 20920 sec observation. CaF2
selection (see Section 3.2.2) is performed in this spectrum.
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this calculation, because the structure of 8 ∼ 10 MeV is feature of the tank
conponent. This ratio is named "the B/A ratio". From Fig. 4.7, the B/A ratio of
(n,γ) backgrounds from the tank is 0.77, and that from the rock is 0.10.

Components of (n,γ) events of physics run and two neutron source runs are
calculated by comparing their B/A ratio with values calculated from Fig. 4.7.
This is shown in the equation below;

R = 0.77t + 0.10(1 − t),

t =
R − 0.10

0.67
, (4.11)

where R is the observed B/A ratio and t is the component of (n,γ) backgrounds
from the tank in area A. The B/A ratios and the components of backgrounds in
7.6 MeV peaks are shown in Table 4.3. We performed two Cf runs of different
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source positions, resulting in a small difference of (n,γ) components. In physics
run, about 70 % of (n,γ) backgrounds are from the rock wall, and we have to
consider about shielding against γ-rays from both materials. In next section, we
estimate number of (n,γ) background in CANDLES using the results of these
source runs.

4.3 Simulation
By the measurement with neutron source, we found that γ-rays from neutron
capture reactions were main events above Q β β region. Component ratios of
(n,γ) reaction in 7.6 MeV, from rock or tank, were estimated from the γ-ray
spectrum using database, but more accurately these should be calculated from
the experimental γ-ray spectrum of only the rock component and only the tank
component. However, to obtain such spectra, neutron source must be set into
a mass of rock or tank with thickness of a few meter because of neutron trans-
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Table 4.3: The B/A ratio and the components of backgrounds in 7.6 MeV peaks.
The components in the ’database’ column are estimated from B/A ratio of γ-ray
spectra shown in Figure 4.7. The components in the ’γ MC’ column (a) are
estimated from spectra fitting with simulated spectra shown in Figure 4.10 and
those in (b) are from B/A ratio of simulated spectra.

Run Name A B B/A Ratio Tank : Rock (%)
(database) (γ MC (a)) (γ MC (b))

Fit range (MeV) 7 - 10 5.5 - 10 7 - 10

Cf run (Tank) 2937 1237 0.42±0.01 48±2 : 52±2 74±1 : 26±1 62±2 : 48±2
Cf run (Rock) 3803 1396 0.37±0.01 41±2 : 59±2 62±1 : 38±1 53±2 : 47±2
Physics run 243 73 0.30±0.04 31±5 : 69±5 33±2 : 67±2 41±5 : 59±5

parency. It is difficult to perform such measurement in the CANDLES labora-
tory.

For further understanding of (n,γ) backgrounds, we performed Monte Carlo
simulation [32] instead of additional experiments. In addition, we needed infor-
mation about neutron distribution in the CANDLES laboratory and in the rock
wall. This was the key to understand the component ratio of (n,γ) backgrounds
in physics run. Two types of simulation were needed; γ-ray simulation to ob-
tain energy spectrum of each component and neutron generation to investigate
neutron distribution.

Geometry in Monte Carlo simulation is shown in Fig. 4.8. Simulation for
γ-rays was performed using database shown in Fig. 4.1 and Fig. 4.2, uniformly
in rock or tank. Energy deposition in each crystal was recorded and total energy
deposit in CaF2 and in LS was obtained.

We generated the spectra correponding to the rock component and the tank
component. By fitting these two simulated spectra to the experimental spectrum,
the ratio of component was estimated. Energy spectrum of physics run with two
simulated spectra is shown in Fig 4.9. It is noted that data in 88.1 days live time
were used in this spectrum and simulated spectra were fit to the experimental
spectrum in the energy range from 5.5 MeV to 10 MeV.

These estimation was performed also for 252Cf source runs which are shown
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in Fig. 4.10. The ratio of the components in 7.6 MeV of each run are shown in
(γ MC a) column of Table 4.3. With γ-ray Monte Carlo estimation, the rock
component has a tendency to be estimated lower than database estimation. This
was because the number of events in 9 MeV region in the tank component with
simulation was estimated fewer than those with database. In addition, fit range
of simulated spectrum covered the structure of 6 MeV. The spectrum of the tank
component had clear single peak in 6 MeV, and the experimental spectra of
252Cf runs also had the clear peak. Therefore, the ratio of the component was
estimated with simulation more correctly, and especially in Cf runs, the tank
component seemed to be remarkably stronger than estimation with databese.
On the other hand, both of estimation show that the rock component in physics
run is higher than that in neutron source run with setting the source near the rock
wall. In order to confirm the difference between fit range, calculation using the
B/A ratios of simulated spectra was performed and shown in (γ MC b) column
of Table 4.3. Although the rock component was estimated lower than database,
the difference between Cf runs and physics run was reduced.

The calculated ratio of the two components Tank / Total in 7.6 MeV was
calculated as 0.33+0.13

−0.05. The ratio of the components in Q β β region (± 1 σ)
was calculated as 0.20+0.15

−0.05. As estimated above, γ-rays from the rock wall are
considered as the main component of backgrounds.

Next we performed neutron generation for understanding neutron capture
and γ-ray distribution. Geometry in this simulation was same as γ-ray simu-
lation. In this study, three types of neutrons were generated uniformly in thr
rock wall. The types were thermal (0.025 eV), non-thermal (0.1 eV ∼ 10 MeV)
and fast neutrons (0.1 MeV ∼ 10 MeV). For every type, 106 of perticles were
generated. Then numbers of neutron captures in the rock and in the tank were
recorded. As a result, neutron captures were calculated as (1.21 ± 0.10) × 107

/day in the rock and (2.53 ± 0.21) × 105 /day in the tank. That correspond to
numbers of γ-rays emission as (2.45 ± 0.20) × 107 /day in the rock and (4.30
± 0.35) × 105 /day in the tank, calculated from number of γ-rays per one (n,
γ) reactions is 2.04 in the rock and 1.66 in the tank. These show that the rock
wall was higher level γ-ray emitter than the tank in physics run. By contrast,
considering energy deposition in crystals and event cut condition, the ratio of
components Tank : Rock in 5.5 MeV ∼ 10 MeV region calculated from this
neutron simulation was 4.4 : 5.6, which showed that the rock component was
smaller than the other estimation. This might come from the small thickness
settings of the rock wall in this study (1 m). Several meters of the rock wall will
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Figure 4.8: Geometry in Monte Carlo simulation.

be suitable for real geometry and enlarge the rock component.

4.4 Background Estimation
We found that γ-rays from (n,γ) reactions in materials around the detector are
the main origin of Q β β backgrounds. We focus on energy spectrum with 0ν β β
selection. It is noted that 212Bi-212Po cut and 208Tl cut are performed in this
selection but 208Tl and (n, γ) background still remain. Figure 4.11 shows energy
spectrum of physics run in blue line and that of Cf run (Rock) in green line
with CaF2 selection in order to study current amounts of background. Cf run is
normalized with number of events in the energy region above 5.5 MeV. Table
4.4 shows background estimation of the run in the Q β β energy region. Six
events were observed in physics run. In this region, normalized spectrum of
252Cf source run, corresponding to current (n,γ) backgrounds, were estimated
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ted line shows the rock component.

as 3 ± 1 events. Number of 208Tl background was estimated as about 1. This
shows that (n,γ) reactions of the rock and the tank could be major origins of
current background in Q β β region. However, studying contribution of (n,γ)
backgrounds with high statistics is necessary. Next we focus on energy spectrum
of physics run with loose CaF2 selection in order to confirm the consistency of
background rate.

Physics events with loose cut include backgrounds from 212Bi-212Po sequen-
tial decays, 208Tl β + γ and (n,γ) reactions. Number of sequential decays and
that of 208Tl decays were estimated to pick up events with pulse shape dis-
crimination and timing analysis as shown in Section 3.2. We should consider
present low 208Tl reduction (selection) efficiency (60%). In order to count 208Tl
events after the corresponding selection, spectrum with 208Tl selection and spec-
trum without 208Tl selection were compared and 208Tl spectrum was obtained
(shown in Fig. 4.12(Down)). This spectrum should correspond to 60% of all
208Tl events. Therefore, number of remaining 40% was estimated from this
spectrum. In addition, number of (n, γ) backgrounds was estimated from en-
ergy spectrum of 252Cf source run normalized with the number of events in the
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Figure 4.10: Energy spectrum of 252Cf source runs in same format with Fig. 4.9,
with additional simulated spectrum of γ-rays from 252Cf source. (purple dotted
line). (Up) Cf run (Tank). (Down) Cf run (Rock).
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Figure 4.11: (Up) Energy spectra of the physics observation (blue line) and Cf
run (Rock) (green line), with performing 0ν β β selection (see Section 3.2.2) in
both spectra. Cf run is normalized with the number of events in the energy re-
gion above 5.5 MeV. (Down) Zoomed energy spectra of the physics observation
in Q β β region. Pink box shows the energy region Q β β(48Ca).
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Table 4.4: Background estimation of physics run in Q β β energy region.

Live time 61.0 days
Mass of target 82.68 kg (26 crystals)

Energy window 4.16 - 4.48 MeV (-1 σ ∼ 2 σ)
Observed events 6

208Tl estimated backgrounds ∼1
(n,γ) estimated backgrounds 3 ± 0.6

energy region above 5.5 MeV. All background estimation are shown in Table 4.5
and corresponding energy spectra are shown in Fig. 4.12. All number of events
in Q β β region with loose CaF2 selection, Bi-Po cut and 208Tl cut were 149 ± 12
events / 96 crystals / 61.0 days. On the other hand, events of remaining back-
grounds were estimated as 132 ± 10 events / 96 crystals / 61.0 days, including
these two types of backgrounds which cannot be removed analytically, 62 ± 10
events of remaining 208Tl backgrounds and 70 ± 3 events of (n,γ) backgrounds.
The number of remaining 208Tl backgrounds were estimated from energy spec-
tra with Bi-Po cut and "Tl selection" which figures events that are removed by
Tl cut. Removed 208Tl events were calculated as 103 ± 16 events in Qβ β region
with subtracting energy spectrum before applying Tl selection (normalized with
the number of 2.6 MeV events) from the spectrum after Tl selection. Here we
estimated that the number of remaining events were about 0.6 times as much as
the number of removed events, which was calculated as 62 ± 10 events. The
number of (n,γ) backgrounds were estimated as 70 ± 3 events from energy
spectrum of Cf run (Rock) normalized with the number of events in the energy
region above 5.5 MeV. In this study, events in Q β β were found to be consistent
with assumed backgrounds.

This study shows that main backgrounds in Q β β region are γ-rays from
neutron capture reactions at surrounding materials of the detector. These are the
forms of γ-rays that is difficult to remove analytically. On the other hand, these
background are from outside of the detector. Therefore, sufficient shieldings
against γ-rays and neutrons is expected to be effective for background reduction.
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Table 4.5: Contribution of remaining backgrounds (212Bi-212Po, 208Tl, neutron
capture) in physics run in Q β β energy region (4.16 ∼ 4.48 MeV).

Cut condition counts / 96 crystals / 61 days

LS cut 1791 ± 42
+ Bi-Po cut 369 ± 19
+ Tl cut 149 ± 12

Remaining 208Tl estimated 62 ± 10
(n,γ) estimated 70 ± 3

Total estimated background 132 ± 10

76



Energy [keV]
3000 3500 4000 4500 5000 5500 6000

Ev
en

ts
/2

0k
eV

1

10

210

310

LS cut (χ2β < 3.0)
Bi-Po cut
Bi-Po cut & Tl cut
252Cf Run (Rock) (χ2β < 3.0)

Energy [keV]
3000 3500 4000 4500 5000 5500 6000

Ev
en

ts
/2

0k
eV

1

10

210

310 Bi-Po cut & Tl selection
Bi-Po cut (normalized @ 2.6 MeV)
Subtracted

Figure 4.12: (Up) Energy spectra of physics observation and backgrounds re-
duction (212Bi-212Po, 208Tl) with performing CaF2 selection (see Section 3.2.2)
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backgrounds remaining after 208Tl cut.
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Chapter 5

Prospect

5.1 Background Reduction
Additional passive shieldings

As the results so far, main background above Q β β region was found to be γ-rays
from neutron capture reactions at the rock and tank materials, whose event rate
was estimated to be 3 ± 0.6 events / 61 days / 26 crystals. This rate corresponds
to 66 ± 12 events/year in all 96 crystals. Monte Carlo simulation gives the ratio
of (n,γ) backgrounds from the tank to that from total in Q β β region as about
0.20+0.15

−0.05 (see Sec. 4.3).
As described in Sec. 1.3, the most effective strategy to improve sensitive

for 0ν β β search is to perform zero background measurement. Therefore, we
aim to reduce total backgrounds rate to be 0 events/year level. The realistic tar-
get of (n,γ) background rate is set to be about 0.5 events/year in both the rock
component and the tank component, 1 events/year in total. The rock compo-
nent and the tank component must be reduced to 0.01 and 0.03 of current level,
respectively.

The rock component of (n,γ) background can be reduced by using lead (Pb)
shielding. Required thickness of Pb to achieve 0.5 events/year background level
can be estimated from the mass attenuation coefficient shown in Fig. 5.1 [33].
For example, the coefficient for γ-rays at 4 MeV is 4.2 × 102 cm2/g, which
corresponds to the attenuation length of 2.1 cm. This shows that the Pb shielding
with the thickness of 10 cm attenuates the intensity of γ-rays with the energy
around Qβ β into about 0.009. In addition, γ-rays in the energy higher than Q β β
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(7.6 MeV from Fe, 9 MeV from Cr, Ni and more) can be attenuated by Pb better
compared to 4 MeV, because attenuation coefficients are slightly larger than that
of Q β β. Therefore, Pb with 10 cm thickness can have desired performance for
shielding (reduction of the rock component into 1 %).

Incidentally, Pb emits mainly 7.368 MeV γ-rays from (n,γ) reactions, but
neutron capture cross section of Pb is 0.154 barns which is significantly smaller
than that of Fe (2.6 barns) [22]. This cross section indicates that effects of
neutron capture in Pb shields is much smaller than those in the tank. Table 5.1
shows values of attenuation length of 10 MeV γ-ray and neutron in Fe or Pb.
Attenuation length of γ-ray is calculated as

LG =
1
µρ
, (5.1)

where µ(cm2/g) in this equation is mass attenuation coefficient for γ-ray and
ρ(g/cm3) is mass density of material. On the other hand, attenuation length of
neutron is calculated as

LN =
1
σN n

=
A

σN NAρ
, (5.2)

where σN (barn(10−24cm2)) is neutron capture cross section, and n(atom/cm3) =
NA× ρ

A is atomic density which is calculated from Avogadro constant NA(=6.02×
1023atom/mol), atomic numberA(g/mol) and mass density ρ(g/cm3). The Pb
shielding and the tank emit γ-rays from (n,γ) reactions but attenuate these rays
for themselves. Amounts of γ-rays from (n,γ) entering into the detector is pro-
portional to R = LG

LN
. When the detector is simply assumed as a spherical object

and other constructs have uniform thickness, this background problem is sim-
plified as a one-dimensional problem. Intensity factor of γ-rays from the tank
into the detector is calculated as

Ptank =

∫ x0

0
Rtanke−xdx = Rtank(1−e−x0 ) = 0.932× (1−0.91) = 0.0839, (5.3)

where x0 correspnds to the thickness of the tank (as 4 mm) with a unit of LG,
which is calculated as x0 =

0.4
4.242 = 0.0943. On the other hand, intensity factor

of γ-rays from the Pb shieldings into the detector is calculated as

PPb =

∫ ∞

x0

RPbe−xdx = RPbe−x0 = 0.009 × 0.91 = 0.0082, (5.4)
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when shielding has sufficiently thick enough to absorb γ-rays from outside.
From calculation above, effects of neutron capture in Pb shields is about 10% of
those in the tank at most.

Table 5.1: Attenuation length of γ-ray with high energy and neutron in material
(Fe, Pb and rock)

Fe Pb Ikenoyama [27] Ref.
Mass attenuation coefficient 0.02994 0.04972 0.0223 [33]

for 10 MeV γ-rays [µ(cm2/g)]
Density [ρ(g/cm3)] 7.874 11.35 2.70 [30]

Neutron capture cross section 2.59 0.154 0.165 [22]
[σN (barn(10−24cm2))]

Atomic weight [A(g/mol)] 55.845 207.2 20.42 [30]
Avogadro constant [NA(atom/mol)] 6.02 × 1023 [30]

Attenuation length of 4.242 1.772 16.6
10 MeV γ-rays [LG(cm)]

Attenuation length of 4.549 196.9 76.1
neutron [LN (cm)]

R = LG/LN 0.932 0.009 0.218

From the point of strength of the concrete foundation and hardness of Pb,
the top part of the Pb shielding should be designed as light as minimum neces-
sary. Furthermore, γ-rays which enter crystal modules horizontally should be
the major component because the water thickness distribution on the side of the
LS tank (0.4 ∼ 0.8 m) is thinner than that of the top and the bottom (0.6 ∼ 1.3 m)
as shown in Fig. 5.2. Attenuation length for γ-rays of water (H2O), calculated
from the mass attenuation coefficient (Fig. 5.1(bottom)), is 29 cm at 4 MeV and
45 cm at 10 MeV.

In order to design shielding in detail, we examined which surface of the tank
(top, bottom and side) γ-rays pass through into the detector with Monte Carlo
simulation [34]. As a result, the ratio of γ-rays passage is Top : Bottom : Side
= 1 : 1 : 16, which shows that the side component of γ-rays is large compared
to the actual surface area ratio of tank (Top : Bottom : Side = 1 : 1 : 5.3).
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Consequently, a part of the side covering, the height of 1 m ∼ 3 m which is
the same height as the internal LS tank, should be designed thicker in order
to improve the shield efficiency. From discussion above, we determined each
thickness of Pb as below: 7 cm for a top part (5.6 t), 10 cm for a bottom part
(8.0 t) and 10 cm for a side part with 2 cm addition in the height of 1 m ∼ 3 m
(50 t in total).    Back to table 3

Lead
Z = 82

HTML table format

       Energy       μ/ρ       μen/ρ 
  (MeV) (cm2/g) (cm2/g)

 1.00000E-03 5.210E+03 5.197E+03
1.50000E-03 2.356E+03 2.344E+03
2.00000E-03 1.285E+03 1.274E+03
2.48400E-03 8.006E+02 7.895E+02

M5 2.48400E-03 1.397E+03 1.366E+03
 2.53429E-03 1.726E+03 1.682E+03

2.58560E-03 1.944E+03 1.895E+03
M4 2.58560E-03 2.458E+03 2.390E+03

 
Lead
Z = 82 

ASCII format

____________________________________

     Energy       μ/ρ        μen/ρ 
      (MeV)      (cm2/g)     (cm2/g)
____________________________________

   1.00000E-03  5.210E+03  5.197E+03 
   1.50000E-03  2.356E+03  2.344E+03 
   2.00000E-03  1.285E+03  1.274E+03 
   2.48400E-03  8.006E+02  7.895E+02 
M5 2.48400E-03  1.397E+03  1.366E+03 
   2.53429E-03  1.726E+03  1.682E+03 
   2.58560E-03  1.944E+03  1.895E+03 
M4 2.58560E-03  2.458E+03  2.390E+03 
   3.00000E-03  1.965E+03  1.913E+03 
   3.06640E-03  1.857E+03  1.808E+03 
M3 3.06640E-03  2.146E+03  2.090E+03 

   Back to table 4

Water, Liquid
HTML table format

Energy       μ/ρ       μen/ρ 
 (MeV) (cm2/g) (cm2/g)

1.00000E-03 4.078E+03 4.065E+03
1.50000E-03 1.376E+03 1.372E+03
2.00000E-03 6.173E+02 6.152E+02
3.00000E-03 1.929E+02 1.917E+02
4.00000E-03 8.278E+01 8.191E+01
5.00000E-03 4.258E+01 4.188E+01
6.00000E-03 2.464E+01 2.405E+01
8.00000E-03 1.037E+01 9.915E+00
1.00000E-02 5.329E+00 4.944E+00
1.50000E-02 1.673E+00 1.374E+00

 
Water, Liquid

ASCII format

_________________________________

  Energy        μ/ρ        μen/ρ 
   (MeV)      (cm2/g)     (cm2/g)
_________________________________

1.00000E-03  4.078E+03  4.065E+03 
1.50000E-03  1.376E+03  1.372E+03 
2.00000E-03  6.173E+02  6.152E+02 
3.00000E-03  1.929E+02  1.917E+02 
4.00000E-03  8.278E+01  8.191E+01 
5.00000E-03  4.258E+01  4.188E+01 
6.00000E-03  2.464E+01  2.405E+01 
8.00000E-03  1.037E+01  9.915E+00 
1.00000E-02  5.329E+00  4.944E+00 
1.50000E-02  1.673E+00  1.374E+00 
2.00000E-02  8.096E-01  5.503E-01 
3.00000E-02  3.756E-01  1.557E-01 
4.00000E-02  2.683E-01  6.947E-02 

Figure 5.1: The mass attenuation coefficient (solid line) and the mass energy-
absorption coefficient (dashed line) of Pb (top) and H2O (bottom), as a function
of γ-ray energy. [33]
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Figure 5.2: The size of the water tank, the LS tank and the water layer in CAN-
DLES III.

Backgrounds from the tank can be reduced by shielding neutrons which en-
ter into the tank material. The isotopes which have a high neutron capture cross
section, for example, boron (10B 19.9 % in natural abundance) and cadmium
(113Cd, 12.2 % in natural abundance), are often used to absorb neutrons. For the
purpose of (n,γ) background reduction, using the isotopes with γ-ray emission
is inadequate. By contrast, 10B emits α-rays from (n,α) reactions with thermal
neutron cross section of 3837 barns [35], which do not cause any problems.
Therefore, boron neutron absorbers are suittable for our purpose. We select
silicone rubber sheet containing 40 wt% of boron carbide (B4C) as neutron ab-
sorber, which has the highest boron content of all materials commercially avail-
able. Besides thermal neutrons from the outside of the detector, non-thermal
neutrons which are thermalized by water layer of the inner detector should be
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reduced. This requirement can be satisfied to attach the sheets of the B absorber
to both the outside and the inside of the detector so as to enclose the stainless
steel and the Pb shielding.

Required thickness of the absorber to achieve 0.5 events/year background
level was estimated by comparing the number of neutron captures in stainless
steel with each thickness from Monte Carlo simulation. We found that the sheet
with 4 mm thickness is sufficient for target background level. and a further
thickness does not improve neutron reduction effect because of high transmis-
sion of non-thermal neutrons.

We designed additional passive shield (shown in Fig. 5.4) based on the dis-
cussion above. For the top and side surface of the detector, the B absorber sheet
is attached on the inside of the stainless tank and the Pb block with B absorber
is established on the outside. For the bottom of the detector, to avoid the pro-
cess for lifting up the tank, the waterproofed Pb block is installed into the tank.
Figure 5.3 shows expected (n,γ) background rate with additional shieldings. We
expect that (n,γ) backgrounds are reduced to less than 1 events/year with addi-
tional shield. We plan to install the shield in 2015.

208Tl reduction

Signals of 208Tl β decays still remain after event selection around Q β β. Some
of 208Tl events can be removed using time coincidence method between parent
212Bi α decays and daughter 208Tl β decays. Because of relatively high acciden-
tal coincidence, the rejection efficiency for 208Tl is only 60 %. Two approaches
are considered in order to decreace accidental events.

• Improvement of pulse shape discrimination is necessary. Better α dis-
crimination with β + LS events will determine prompt 212Bi signals ac-
curately.

• Accidental events are caused by external backgrounds. Additional passive
shieldings which are previously mentioned can reduce these backgrounds.

Reduction of accidental event rate can expand the coincidence time, which im-
proves the 208Tl reduction efficiency. 　　　　　
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Additional Shield for (n,γ) BG
• (n,γ) : Estimated to be 66 ± 12 events / 96 crystals / yr in Qββ 

• aim to reduction ... 1 events / yr 

- Rock component 
→Pb Shield : 10 cm (Reduction factor = 1/120) 

- Tank component 
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Figure 5.3: Expected background rate with additional shieldings. The horizontal
axis means the ratio of (n,γ) backgrounds from the tank to that from total in
Q β β region and orange area shows the current estimated ratio. A red thick line
shows total background for each the tank component ratio. In the range of the
estimated background ratio, the amount of background with 66 ± 12 events/year
will be reduced to less than 0.95 events/year with additional shieldings.
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Figure 5.4: Outline of additional passive shield.
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5.2 Improvement of energy resolution
Energy resolution mainly depends on photon counting statistics. In addition,
large number of photoelectrons leads better pulse shape discrimination. Increas-
ing the number of observed photoelectrons is an important key to improve res-
olution and pulse shape discrimination, and therefore upgrades of the detector
are now being performed.

• Cooling system

The light yield of CaF2(Pure) scintillation increases as temperature de-
creases [36]. Temperature dependence of light yield were studied and
we confirmed that light output of the scintillator increases about 2 % by
lowering temperature by 1◦C [37]. Temperature of the CANDLES III lab-
oratory had been controled in around 18 ∼ 20◦C, and we installed cooling
system in May 2014. We plan to cool down the detector by 2◦C. If we
achieve this, the light yield is expected to be improved by 30 %.

• Geomagnetic cancellation coil

In CANDLES III, 62 large PMTs (13 inch’s and 20 inch’s) are used.
These large phototubes are influenced by geomagnetism and their per-
formance of photoelectron collection gets worse. The deterioration of
photoelectron collection efficiency leads worse energy resolution. Geo-
magnetic cancellation coil have been installed and we confirmed that light
collection was improved to increase by about 30 %. In addition, as shown
in Fig. 5.5, improved PMT performance could suppress the distortion of
position reconstruction.

The number of photon statistics can be improved by about 70 % in total
using in these upgrades, which leads improvement of energy resolution from
FWHM ∼ 6 % to ∼ 4.6 % at Q β β.

5.3 Expected sensitivity
Currently 6 events are observed as backgrounds in 61 days physics run. With
hardware improvement of shieldings, we aim for background reduction as less
than 1 events per year. If we achieve one year measurement with less than 1
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Figure 5.5: Position reconstruction in y-z axis without installing geomagnetic
cancellation coil (left) and with the coil (right). Photoelectron collection ef-
ficiency of each PMT especially on the top was improved, which leads better
position reconstruction.

event observation, half-life sensitivity of the detector is calculated using equa-
tion (3.5) using the Feldman-Cousins rule supposed that 1 event is expected as
background, as below,

T0ν
1/2(48Ca) > 7.4 × 1022 yr (26 crystals, 90 % C.L.), (5.5)

T0ν
1/2(48Ca) > 2.7 × 1023 yr (96 crystals, 90 % C.L.). (5.6)

Sensitivity estimation about 0 background in one year measurement is cal-
culated as,

T0ν
1/2(48Ca) > 1.0 × 1023 yr (26 crystals, 90 % C.L.), (5.7)

T0ν
1/2(48Ca) > 3.8 × 1023 yr (96 crystals, 90 % C.L.). (5.8)

In addition, multi-year measurement is shown in Fig. 5.6. For dashed lines
in this figure, events are summed totally in measurement term assuming that
event rate is 1 events / year (for example, 3 events are expected in 3-year mea-
surement), and all these events are regarded as background. In the calculation,
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the ditection efficiency ϵ is set to 0.3 as same value as estimated in chapter 3.
This efficiency improvement in each factor is estimated as below.

• Better energy resolution leads expansion of energy window for 0ν β β
search. The efficiency based on crystal (calculated as 62 % in energy
window of -1σ ∼ 2σ) is estimated to be 74 % in the expanded window of
-2σ ∼ 3σ.

• Improvement of pulse shape discrimination and background reduction us-
ing the Pb shielding are expected to reduce accidental events in 212Bi Qα
region on time coincidence method for 208Tl background reduction. In
addition, better energy resolution can make energy window for 212Bi Qα
more shorter. This noise reduction shortens dead time, and thus data ac-
ceptance rate (= detection efficiency) is expected to be improved from 66
% to 95 %.

• Improvement of pulse shape discrimination will make total β selection
efficiency (χ2 and SI) as almost 95 %.

For applying these improvements, in coarse estimation, total detection ef-
ficiency ϵ is expected to be 0.7. Sensitivity estimation about 0 background
measurement with this efficiency and 96 crystals using the parameter shown in
Table 5.2 is calculated as

T0ν
1/2(48Ca) > 8.9 × 1023 yr (90 % C.L.), (5.9)

which shows that sensitivity will achieve ∼ 1024 yr for 1 ∼ 2 years measurement.
As described above, CANDLES III will give the most stringent experimental

limit for 0ν β β of 48Ca.
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Table 5.2: Parameter for 0ν β β sensitivity estimation with improved efficiency
about 0 background measurement. The Feldman-Cousins rule [29] is used to
calculate µ.

M T a NA ϵ W µ

305.28 kg 1 yr 1.87 × 10−3 6.02 × 1023 /mol 0.7 0.07807 kg/mol 2.44
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• Assume # of observed events = # of estimated BGs
• 0 observed → Signal < 2.44 events @ 90% CL
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26Cr: ~6 evt/y
~91Cr: ~60 evt/y?

20

Figure 5.6: Expected sensitivity as upper limit of T0ν
1/2(48Ca). Two colored solid

lines (red: 26 crystals, blue: 96 crystals) show estimated values on zero back-
ground measurement. Two colored dashed lines show values on 1 events / year
measurement. Then the ditection efficiency ϵ is set to 0.3. Black dashed line
shows ELEGANT VI sensitivity.
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Chapter 6

Conclusion

Observation of neutrinoless double beta decay is an extremely interesting re-
search because it demonstrates lepton number violation and Majorana nature.
These theories are beyond the Standard Model and 0ν β β will be a signal of
new physics. We perform the CANDLES experiment to search for 0ν β β of
48Ca at the Kamioka underground laboratory.

The purpose of the study is to show origins of backgrounds in the energy
region around Q β β (4.27 MeV) and to estimate the amount of backgrounds.
In Q β β region, Th-chain backgrounds are expected and can be identified by
analysis improvement. However, we observed unexpected backgrounds with a
characteristic structure in the high energy region above Q β β. The amount of
total observed events in the energy region from 4.16 MeV to 4.48 MeV with
total exposure of 5043 kg · days is 6 events. This corresponds to 0.8 × 1022 yr
of the detector sensitivity as the lower limit on the half-life of 48Ca 0ν β β. This
result has not reached the world best sensitivity of 48Ca 0ν β β up to date due to
backgrounds.

For improvement of the sensitivity, finding the origin of these unexpected
backgrounds was necessary. From the characteristic structure of observed en-
ergy spectrum, we assumed that γ-ray from (n,γ) reactions of the detector tank
and the rock wall could be the origin of high energy backgrounds. In order to
verify the hypothesis, we performed neutron source run to generate (n,γ) reac-
tion artificially. As a result, we found that main backgrounds in Q β β region are
γ-rays from neutron capture reactions at surrounding materials of the detector.
In addition, the ratio of the (n,γ) background components Rock : Tank in Q β β
region was estimated as about 7 : 3, which means that we should consider about
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shielding against γ-rays from both materials.
In conclusion, in order to achieve the best sensitivity, additional shields for

neutron and γ-ray which are scheduled to be installed have been discussed. As a
result, we have planned to install ∼ 10 cm Pb block and 5 mm B-containing sheet
as additional shieldings and expected that (n,γ) backgrounds will be reduced to
less than 1 events / year. We aim to reduce total background to less than 1
event / year at Q β β region and to achieve the most stringent experimental limit
for 0ν β β of 48Ca with 1 ∼ 2 years measurement.
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