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SUMMARY

Generational Differences in Language Use in Text Messaging:
The Case of A Middle-aged Woman from Osaka

Chisato SHIRASAKA

In Japan, most studies examining language used in text messaging deal
with young people in Tokyo. Therefore, the purpose of the current research is
to look at the linguistic features used while text messaging by a middle-aged
person outside of the Tokyo area.

This study focused on A, a 55-year-old woman from Osaka. Text messages
were collected from A’s daily life, comprising of those which she sent to friends,
family, and colleagues. In total, the data amounted to 203 messages.

Results show that A often used expressions that are also commonly found
in spoken language and decorative elements such as emoji or emoticons. On the
other hand, A did not use expressions that are not commonly found in spoken
language or that deviate from standard orthography very often, such as spell-
ings unique to texting. In other words, A’s texting was similar to young people
in that she used decorative elements, but was dissimilar in that she did not use
features which are not found in spoken language or deviational elements.

In conclusion, I suggest that differences between A and young people may
result from different notions about the style of text messaging. Text messages
have aspects of both written language and casual speech, and while previous
research has shown that young people make a point of using casual speech
as seen in the current study, when text messaging A is more aware of written
language. As a result, A is not seen to use deviational forms and instead uses
formal language (cf. Shirasaka (2013)).





