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Voluntary settlement and the ethos of independence:

An effect of choice enhancing motivation in Hokkaido

Suguru TSUDA (JTB Corporate Sales Inc.)
Keiko ISHII (Graduate School of Humanities, Kobe University)

Voluntary settlement is a factor facilitating the ethos of independence. Past studies have shown
that Japanese socialized in Hokkaido, which is a northern island of Japan with a recent history of
voluntary settlement, are nearly as likely as European Americans in North America to behave inde-
pendently. The current study examined the voluntary settlement hypothesis by testing Hokkaido
Japanese in respect to an effect of choice on motivation. Previous findings indicate that North Ameri-
cans are more motivated toward a task chosen in the absence of eyes of others, whereas East Asians
are more motivated toward a task chosen in the presence of eyes of others. The current study found
that Hokkaido Japanese were more motivated toward a task chosen in the absence of eyes of others,
compared to a task chosen in the presence of eyes of others, consistent with the voluntary settlement
hypothesis. In contrast, as in the previous study, the effect of choice disappeared in self-reported
measurements.

Keywords: voluntary settlement, the ethos of independence, Hokkaido, choice, motivation.



