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The influence of group formation processes on ingroup bias

Morio MASATAKA (Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University)
Naoki KUGIHARA (Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University)

The purpose of this study was to investigate the influence of differences in group formation processes on in-
group bias. An experiment was conducted in such a way as to better reflect a social occasion rather than the con-
ventional minimal group paradigm. Specifically, social group formation processes were duplicated by dividing
minimal groups into two groups. It was hypothesized that outgroup derogation would occur through group for-
mation processes. However, the hypothesis was not supported by the obtained results. On the other hand, fluctua-
tions in ingroup favoritism through group formation processes were observed. Overall, the results suggested that a
boundary between the ingroup and outgroup influences ingroup bias.

Keywords: outgroup derogation, group heuristic, intergroup conflict, ingroup bias, group formation processes.



