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The effect of evaluators’ negative affect on their estimation of aggressive
behavior in others:

The moderating role of aggressors’ group category

Tsukasa TERAGUCHI(Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University, Japan Society
for the Promotion of Science)
Naoki KUGIHARA(Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University)

Aggressors typically determine whether or not to aggress by judging the reaction of onlookers to their
hostile behavior. However, previous research has not evaluated how individual factors affect this estima-
tion. In the present study, we investigated to what extent evaluators’ negative affect acted to increase the
state aggressiveness of evaluators. We hypothesized that the more evaluators’ negative affect increased in
aggression, the more the negative estimation of aggressors would decrease. In addition, we examined
whether or not this effect was moderated by aggressor category. A 2 (group category: ingroup condition vs.
outgroup condition) x 2 (participants’ affect: negative vs. neutral) between-subjects factorial design was
used. Results revealed that within the outgroup condition, the more the negative affect of participants
increased, the more participants positively estimated aggressors. On the other hand, no effect of negative
affect on participants’ estimation was observed within the ingroup condition. These findings suggest that
evaluators’ negative affect reduces the negative estimation of outgroup aggressors, but not that of ingroup
aggressors, implying that the estimation of aggressors by ingroup members is robust and positive.

Keywords: intergroup conflict, frustration-aggression hypothesis, negative affect, social identity theory,
black sheep effect



