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The Network of Collaborated Researches on Welding: Focused on the
Activities of the Japan Welding Engineering Society in the second half of
the 1940s and the 1950s

Minoru Sawai

In the rehabilitation period of the Japanese economy, the Japan Welding Engineering Society (referred
to JWES) and the Society of Naval Architects of Japan played a key role in a national innovation
system of welding technology in order to catch up with the advanced countries. The positive activities
of each subcommittee of the JWES and cooperation among subcommittees were necessary, as the
scope of welding technology was so wide.

After the middle of the 1950s, subcommittees of the JWES changed from mere technological
committees to the bodies with characters of trade associations. Research funds of subcommittees
of the JWES got to a larger scale, being supported by contributions from member companies which
could afford to offer. At the same time, the significance of collaborated researches which should be

distinguished from in-house researches was constantly examined among people concerned.



