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A record of university-launched volunteer activities in disaster :
Activities of "fromHUS" in the Mid Niigata Prefecture Earthquake

Koichi Suwa and Tomohide Atsumi

The Mid Niigata prefecture Earthquake in October 23, 2004, caused serious damage including
48 casualties. Since just after the quake, both of the authors have promoted volunteering during
times of disaster based on mid-and-long term perspectives. The second author has visited the
disaster area frequently and the first author launched and managed a mailing list, which is
named "fromHUS" and includes faculty and students of Osaka University as its members. The
group, which consisted of members of the mailing list, was also called "fromHUS" after several
weeks of the start.

The activity of "fromHUS" is characterized by four points. First, the activity by the members
offered continuous support for residents of provisional houses rather than emergency relief for
evacuees in shelters. Second, the members traveled to the disaster area from distances of over
400km. Third, most of the activity was conducted under the support of NVNAD (Nippon
Volunteer Network Active in Disaster), a nonprofit organization active in disaster. Fourth, the
members could almost exclusively use a home office, the office of a consortium of nonprofit
organizations including NVNAD.

The significance of the activity was also examined. It is that the construction of places, in
which the residents of temporary houses can stay with feeling of comfort and relief and without
a state of tension and apprehension.

This article is a record of the activity, which is promoted by the members of the faculty and
students. Therefore, some points of theoretical implication were presented but not thoroughly

examined.





