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Abstract :

The Development Process of the Korean Diplomacy over the

Most-Favored-Nation Treatment: After the Regulations for

Maritime and Overland Trade between Chinese and Corean
Subjects

The purpose of this paper is to clarify how the foreign policy in Korea was developed in regard
to the most-favored nation treatment in the process of conclusion of treaty based on the International
law.

Treaty of amity and commerce between the United States of America and Corea in 1882, was the
first treaty that the article of the most-favored nation was introduced.

In this treaty, Korea showed the active diplomacy by accepting the bilateral most-favored nation
treatment in part.

However, Regulations for Maritime and Overland trade between Chinese and Corean subjects
were established after the Imo military mutiny of 1882. The linkage of the theory of rejection in the
most-favored treatment and the regulation of vassal state, gave a tremendous influence to the Korean
diplomacy.

Regulations under which Japanese trade is to be conducted in Corea, and the treaty of friendship
and Commerce between Korea and Great Britain that both were concluded after Regulations for
Maritime and Overland trade between Chinese and Corean subjects, disabled Korea to use the
rejection in the most-favored nation treatment as a negotiation subject.

As it is analyzed the foreign policy of Korea as to the equal shares of the treaty of Amity and
Commerce between Korea and Great Britain, however, it was found out that different policies were
developed against each countries, the United States, China, and Japan.

While the requested equal shares were carried out against the United States to show the
cooperation in the world, the original explanation was added into the provisions against Japan to avoid

the loss of its own equal shares.
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