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‘Shirayuki-kai’(Snow Whte group) of Great Vitality
:the Trace of a Devoted Group of Fujin Koron

NAKAO Kaori

The purpose of this paper is to trace the activities of the reader's group in Sapporo, 'Shirayuki-
kai'(Snow Whte group), which is one of the devoted groups of the women's periodicals Fujin
Koron(Women's Central Review)and to consider the meaning of the transition of the times.

The uniqueness of this group is that it has been continued since prewar, through the wartime, to.
postwar almost without a break. The moments of this continuity are thought to be:

1. It had had an eminent leader Aiko Yamashita since the group started.

2. Tt had been helped by many people when it was kept an eye on by the special secret service police,
or when it lost the magazine in the wartime, which was in the center of their activities.

3. Many well-known writers and thinkers visited there from the beginnings to 1965, and after that
some intellectuals in the district lectured penodxcally or whenever necessary.

4. . Its reading activity which started after the war has been’ attractive.

In the cultural sphere created by the company Chuo-koron(CentraI Review), both the magazine and
the reader's group developed, and the members found out the 'liberation' in the activities itself.

Key Words

reader's group, Fujin Koron', gender, women's history, women's magazine .
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