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Educational Thought and the History of the Image

SHIBUYA Ryo

What kind of roles does the visual play in education? This question is important because at present, the
visual permeates our life. Comenius thought that “knowing” should begin with “looking.” Therefore, looking was
an important component of education according to him. However, in the 19th century arrangement of discourse and
practices regarding the visual, looking was probably related to optical illusions and visual hallucinations rather than
to knowing. Hence, looking was considered as a disturbance in or convulsion of the body. This aspect of the visual,
which is determined by modernity, changed the relationship between the visual and education. What is the looking as
disturbance of the body, if so? Further, how can we understand the relationship between the visual and education in
modern times?



