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Abstract 

 

Ojoyoshu is a Buddhist text written in 985 by the Tendai disciple called Genshin. 

Divided into 10 chapters, Ojoyoshu concerns the methods and merits of attaining rebirth in the 

Pure Land. The scripture is well known for its Pure Land thought and the Six Realms’ torment 

scenes.  

In Edo period, Ojoyoshu was printed with illustrations, which in this research will be 

called Eiri-kanpon. Eiri-kanpon can be categorized into 4 versions: Kanbun 3 (1663), Genroku 

2 (1689), Tenpo 14 (1843) and Kaei (1848-54). Each of them contains 3 parts in Kana prose: 

‘the beginning’, ‘the 1st chapter (Loathing the Defiled Realm)’ and ‘the 2nd chapter (Longing for 

the Pure Land)’. From investigation, the paintings following the ideology of these books have 

been widespread in Japan. This kind of works will be called Ojoyoshu-e in this research. Most 

of them are dated back to Edo period. For instance, Daikakuji temple’s Ojoyoshu-e 

(Daikakuji-bon), Shorakuji temple’s Jigoku-Gokuraku-zu (Shorakuji-bon), Seikyoji temple’s 

Sangai-Rokudo-zue (Seikyoji-bon) and Jokokuji temple’s Jigoku-zu (Jokokuji-bon). Since these 

paintings are a reflection of an idea about the World of the Dead in Edo period, the author will 

be using them as a medium to explore the reception of Ojoyoshu, especially the changes in the 

Six Realms thought. Furthermore, the comparison will be drawn between Ojoyoshu-e and 

Rokudo-e (the painting of the Six Realms) in order to specify whether common changes can be 

seen in similar genre or not. 

This research is organized into 4 chapters. The 1st chapter concerns the construction of 

Ojoyoshu and the production of the printed versions. Eiri-kanpon’s motifs will be compared 

with Rokudo-e’s in medieval period, to investigate the difference between them. In chapter 2, 4 

works of Ojoyoshu-e will be introduced then analyzed to draw the analogy between them and 

Eiri-kanpon. The 3rd chapter will be focusing on the changes in motifs and expressions in 

Ojoyoushu-e and their resemblances with motifs in early-modern Rokudo-e. Lastly, in chapter 4, 

the composition of the Six Realms in Ojoyoshu-e will be analyzed and compared with 

Rokudo-e’s in order to see how each realm was treated as an element of the picture. Furthermore, 

to explore Japanese image of the Underworld, 2 more investigations were added. The 1st column 

holds an interest in the diversity of the Scales of Karma figure. The 2nd column examines 
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Gyokiji temple’s Ojoyoshu-zuga over its comparability to Eirikanpon and its donor. 

The study in the 1st chapter yielded clear result, each Eiri-kanpon contains illustrations 

of Jigoku-do (hell), Gaki-do (hungry ghosts), Chikusho-do (animals), Shura-do (Asura), Nin-do 

(human beings), Sennin-kai, Ten-do (heaven), the defiled realm, Kanyo-kyu, Inshi-Gijutsu, 

Tenjiku no Dai-baramon, and 10 pleasures in the Pure Land. The Kanyo-kyu, Inshi-Gijutsu, 

minor hells and the 10 pleasures’ motifs had not been found in any samples of Rokudo-e in 

medieval period. Furthermore, the changes in depiction can be noticed in some scenes, which 

are parallel to ones in medieval Rokudo-e. For instance, in Rokudo-e, the dead will be laid down 

on a board, then cut into pieces in Kokujo-jigoku (the hell of the black ropes). On a contrary, in 

Eiri-kanpon (Kanbun 3 or Genroku 2 version), the dead are tied with a pillar or a stone instead. 

In Rokudo-e, the image of the war between Asura and Indra was used significantly for 

portraying Shura-do. Whereas, in Eiri-kanpon, the scene is pictured as a realm of a 

never-ending fight between the deceased. From these examples, the motifs in Eiri-kanpon are 

not only products from the past, but also a collection of motifs with creation and originality. 

The examinations of 4 Ojoyoshu-e samples in Chapter 2 show the similarity between 

each works and Eiri-kanpon. The conformities between ‘Daikakuji-bon and Genroku 2 version’, 

‘Shorakuji-bon and Genroku 2 version’, ‘Seikyoji-bon, Tenpo 14 and Kaei version’, and 

‘Jokokuji-bon and Tenpo 14 version’ can be seen clearly from the evaluations. In addition, it 

can be noticed that in Ojoyoshu-e, the Evil Realms (Jigoku-do, Gaki-do, Chikusho-do and 

Shura-do) are portrayed in contrast to the Good Realms (Nin-do and Ten-do) and the Pure Land 

as Ojoyoshu was structured.  

Chapters 3, the motifs of Ojoyoshu-e and Rokudo-e in Edo period are evaluated for 

consistency. It can be asserted that most of Ojoyoshu-e motifs are portrayed similarly to ones in 

Eiri-kanpon. To exemplify, the combination of various animals can be seen in all Ojoyoshu-e’s 

samples to portray the nature that the weaker falling preys to the stronger in Chikusho-do. On 

the other hand, in Rokudo-e, Chikusho-do is frequently depicted with motif of hybrid creatures, 

mix between humans and animals. This motif can be dated back to 12th century and became 

popular motif since late Muromachi period. In Buddhist texts, a mention about stripping of 

human skin when the deceased cross the river of the dead can be found. Hence, an idea of 

wearing and stripping of skin to attain rebirth or die as creature of the skin, might have been 
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accepted broadly since late Muromachi period.  

In Edo period, the reduction and omission of Nin-do’s motifs and the rise of corpse 

decomposition scenes can be detected in a significant amount in both kinds of works. For 

Ten-do, although the realm was still treated as one of the Six Realms in some Ojoyoshu-e, most 

of them were portrayed by motif of heavenly beings enjoying pleasurable moment. In Rokudo-e, 

heavenly beings in the samples are drawn as an element of the Pure Land. The scene of those 

beings suffering from an uncertainty of happiness cannot be seen in any sample. Thus, the 

changes from Eiri-kanpon and the decrease of Nin-do and Ten-do’s motifs can be pointed out. 

Since the motifs that increased in Ojoyoshu-e were well known and depicted widely in Edo 

period, it can be said that the belief concerning each motif is spread since late Muromachi 

period. Later in Edo timeframe, positioned in a society where the regulations concerning people 

and temple had been launched, events relating to religious icons were held throughout the 

country and the communication was developed widely, it can be assumed that people in this era 

could have access to general idea of popular elements of the Netherworld from literatures or art 

works. In order for Ojoyoshu-e to be better received by citizen in this age, some additions or 

changes must be done instead of using original source material.  

In the 4th chapter, an analysis on the composition of the Six Realms in Ojoyoshu-e and 

of Rokudo-e are conducted. In Ojoyoshu-e, the Six Realms are regarded as an element 

distinguishable from the land of Amida Buddha. In Daikakuji-bon, the contrary between the 

Evil and Good Realms is also perceivable from the composition that is separated into 2 screens: 

the 1st of Evil Realms against the 2nd of Good Realms and the Pure Land. In both Ojoyoshu-e 

and Rokudo-e, the Jigoku-do (hell) part is the biggest of all. While, the reduction of Nin-do and 

Ten-do parts can be pointed as a common change in both genres. In Rokudo-e, though heavenly 

beings appeared in the Pure Land part, the suffering moment of Ten-do was omitted in any 

samples. However, since it can be seen in Ojoyoshu-e, the disappearing of the heaven scene in 

Rokudo-e does not mean that it lost its position as one of the Six Realms after medieval period. 

In addition, Nin-do was used as a transition before the Underworld. For instance, 

Daikakuji-bon’s Nin-do is the 1st scene of the left screen, facing the Evil Realms on the right 

one. In Seikyoji-bon, Nin-do was drawn on the 1st-2nd screens before entering the other scenes. 

About Ten-do, its reduction and omission became obvious in both Ojoyoshu-e and Rokudo-e. 
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The composition of Nin-do as a part before entering the Underworld, and the reduction of 

Ten-do can be dated back to 13th century and 16th century respectively, but both became 

remarkable in Edo period. 

The changes about Nin-do and Ten-do’s motif and composition can be pointed out as 

a difference from Ojoyoshu and a representation of how Nin-do and Ten-do were perceived. In 

documents such as folk tales relating Buddhism and various published books for a commoner in 

Edo period, the idea about the affirmation of the present world (Nin-do), the pleasure in Nin-do 

and Ten-do were brought up. The human realm was recognized as a more acceptable and 

pleasurable world in this age. The significance of being born as a human in human world, and 

the position of human beings as a subject of reincarnation also became more positive. 

Consequently, the pleasures in Ten-do, which are originally above Nin-do, became more 

favorable as well. In plenty of tales over reincarnation, apart from being one of the Good 

Realms, Ten-do was also regarded as a realm of salvation. This kind of perception about Ten-do 

might have spread by various mediums, and was absorbed by people gradually. Hence, the 

changes in Nin-do and Ten-do image could be acceptable by these conditions in Edo period. 

While viewing all samples, the Scales of Karma figure was notable for its diversity. 

Therefore, its position in the paintings is analyzed in the 1st column. To investigate the figure’s 

ambiguous positioning between judgment scene and hell scene, Idemitsu Museum’s Rokudo-e 

(Idemitsu’s) and Chogakuji temple’s Rokudo-Juo-zu (Chogakuji’s) were brought up as 

examples. Though in Buddhist scriptures, the Scales of Karma is described as a tool of King 

Gokan, its position in the paintings can be categorized variously. In Idemitsu’s, 2 scales were 

pictured in different locations. Considering from its element, the relationship between 

Amano-sha (its formerly owner), mountain worship and related practice, one of the scales in 

Idemitsu’s can be taken as a torture device. While another one is interpreted as a tool using in 

the Underworld trial, similar to one in Chogakuji’s. 

Lastly, in the 2nd column, the analogy between Gyokiji’s and some of Kanbun 3 

version’s evil realms motifs were explored. After examining, studying Gyokiji’s related 

description and documents over Nagoya merchant class, Ito Nihe’e-Yasunobu and his mother, 

Hoyo Teikan are identified as the donors of Gyokiji’s. From this investigation, it is clear that 

Eirikanpon’s motifs are used and accepted by merchant class in Edo period.�  
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