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Okawa Shumei and Persia
—The Way to Islamic Studies (2)—

Takamitsu SHIMAMOTO

In Hukkou Ajia no Shomonndai (1888 HIHE o FfHiE—Some Issues concern-
ing Resurging Asia), which was published in 1926, Okawa described some critical
issues surrounding newly emerging countries (area) in Asia, among which are
included such countries (area) as Tibet, Thailand, India, Afghanistan, Persia,
Turkey, Egypt and Mesopotamia. 20 years after its publication, 4jia Kensetsusha
(R A A2k 3% —The Founders of Asia) came out. This book deals with five he-
roes who played a significant role in creating new Asia, namely Ibn Sa’ud, Reza
Shah, Kemal Ataturk, Gandi, and Jawaharlal Nehru. In both books, Okawa
described Persia (present Iran) comparatively in detail. As a student of Iranian
studies, in particular as a student of Islamic studies, I would like to dwell on how
his views of religion, which were discussed in my previous paper, reflect in his
interpretation of Islam. Okawa, who is looked upon as one of the initiators of
Islamic studies in Japan, treats Islam as a dynamic and potential factor to set a foun-
dation of new nations in Asia. In this paper, restricting its scope only to the case of
Persia, [ would try to supplement what I could not achieve in my previous paper,
i.e. concrete examination of the case of any specific Muslim nation (here Persia).

As a result of this analysis, it could be said that his treatment of Islam is basi-
cally political rather than religious or ethical, which seems to be in one sense or
another incongruous with his ideas presented in his numerous works on religion
and ethics. Along with this, some general issues concerning religious studies are
to be pointed out.





