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A Study of Japanese Interrogative Expression
by Single Noun Phrase

Makoto YUTSUDO

In this article, I try to examine the nature of the Japanese interrogative expres-
sion using the single noun phrase. First, I determine the notion of the interroga-
tive expression with the single noun phrase. This interrogative expression is
made with a noun and a particle, and this is accompanied with rising intonation,
like in the following example.

A: Taroo-ga kita yo.

B: Taroo-ga ?

In this example, B’s response is the interrogative expression. Then, through-
out the examination, I find that this kind of interrogative expression uses only
case particles, like “-ga”, that indicates “new information” for this speaker. And
also other case particles, like “-0”, “-ni”, have the same property in this interrog-
ative expression. This kind of interrogative expression implies that the speaker
cannot accept the information that is given in the preceding utterance by
another, or is confused by it, so that the speaker requires confirmation of the
given information.

But if the speaker uses the topic particle, like “-wa”, that carries a different
meaning. The expression using a topic particle implies that the speaker already
accepts the given information,

Furthermore, I also consider a similar interrogative expression, that doesn’t
include any particles. This kind of interrogative expression has various mean-
ings, depends on the context. But it’s not same as the interrogative expression
using the case particle.






