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SUMMARY

All Empire in Silence:
Remembrance Day in Interwar Canada
' Hiroshi TSUDA

This paper examines the commemoration of the war dead in the First
World War on Armistice Day (later Remembrance Day) in interwar Canada
and argues that its development formed part of the imperial commemorative
sphere by comparing Canada with the cases of Britain and other Dominions.

In Canada, as Jonathan F. Vance's study shows, the experience of the
Great War generated a mythic version of war memory. Canadian contemporar-
ies remembered and celebrated their contribution in the war through the
countless commemorative activities. Their collective memory determined
their perception of the war as the just war’ and a new sense of Canadian na-
tional identity as a united, mature country. l

‘However, Canadian war memory developed not within its national

boundary but in its relationship with the British Empire. Ex-service

organisations such as the Great War Veteran’s Association of Canada (GWVA)
.and the Canadian Legion cooperated with other ex-service organisations
’.throughout the Empire which include the British Legion and the British
Empire Service League (BESL) in order to perpetuate the memory of their
fallen comrades who sacrificed themselves for the Empire.

By analysing the documents of those imperial ex-service organisations,
it is asserted that Canadian ex-servicemen’s efforts to establish the 11th of
November as a national holiday was an attempt to create the transnational
commemorative sphere across the British Empire and that those ex-service
men’s sentiment and loyalty to the Empire was widely shared by the general
public. ‘
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