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On Chinese characters recorded in Tong-shi pian of Shuo-wen Jie-zi Xi-zhuan:
On Yi-yi pian (2)

SAKAUCHI Chisato

Summary: Shuo-wen Jie-zi Xi-zhuan (i.e. Xiao-Xu-ben), written by Xu Kai in the Southern Tang era,
consists of two portions. The first 30 volumes contain his annotation upon Shuo-wen Jie-zi which is
the oldest existing dictionary, and are named Tong-shi pian. In the latter 10 volumes, Xu Kai's original
argument is developed.

In order to verify Xu-Kai's argument which developed in Yi-yi pian, this paper examines the change
in the number of Chinese characters that is record in Tong-shi pian between the first manuscript of Shuo-
wen Jie-zi, the first manuscript of the Xiao-Xu-ben and the present edition of Xiao-Xu-ben. The criteria
for deliberating whether the characters which are not recorded in the present edition were recorded in the
first manuscript of Xiao-Xu-ben or not are also examined.

Keywords: Xu Kai, Shuo-wen Jie-zi Xi-zhuan, Tong-shi pian
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