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A Case Study of Students' Motivation for Learning Activities

in Integrative Study at an Elementary School

MATSUSHITA, Kouji

In April. 2002, students will start a new learning activity - Integrative Study - at public/national
Elementary and Secondary school in Japan. As a precedent, in Japanese educational history, it is possible to cite
many leamning curriculum similar to Integrative Study, such as Core-Curriculum, Problem-solviug Learning, and
others alike, which were developed at particular Elementary and Secoundary schools. Accordiy to their learning
curriculum, students have done various kinds of learning activities. Nevertheless, earlier research did not thoroughly
clarify those factors aiming to motivate students in learning activities.

In the present study, by means of ethnographical approach, I aimed to clarify which are the factors that
motivate students for learning activities in Integrative Study curriculum at an Elementary School. As a result of my
research, I was able to define three factors,namely, activities rendered inavoidable by students, stable and
amicable(not tight) rules(morale) along discussions, and being valuable - according to the teacher - the students’
worried and puzzled state of mind.



