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SUMMARY

Common Changes of Semantic Field in HonorificVerbs of
Japanese Dialects
Miho MIZUTANI

Honorific verbs, which have plural meanings in each form, have
existedin Japanese anguage from ancient times to present age. However,
little study have focused on their historical changes.

This paper points out that honorific verbs oideru, gozaru, gozansu,
ozaru, and mieru, which used to mean ‘go/come/be’ in the Edo and
Kyoto dialect of classical Japanese, underwent common changes of
semantic field that expand or narrow their meanings to ‘come/be’ in
contemporary dialects. The factor of this change can be explained by
viewpoint.

Although ‘go’ and ‘come’ means movement, only ‘come’ can fix
its viewpoint on goal, and has precedence over ‘go’, which shifts its
viewpoint according to the situations. ‘be’, on the other hand, means
stationary state and doesn’t confront with ‘come’ as ‘be’ doesn’t need to
shift its viewpoint. Therefore both ‘be’ and ‘come’ can coexist in each
honorific verb.

% —r7 — F : honorific verbs, semantic field, common changes,
Japanese dialects



