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SUMMARY ‘ 33

Perception of one-word utterances of Tokyo dialect
by speakers of northeast Bulgarian dialect
Tetsuya EsAki

Nine speakers of northeast Bulgarian dialect listened to 54
sounds in which “frequency of fundamental” and “duration” of one-
word utterances of Tokyo dialect were manipulated and their reac-
tion was investigated.

Although the same tendency for speakers of Tokyo dialect
appears when the speakers of northeast Bulgarian dialect hear
Tokyo dialect regardless a level of Japanese proficiency, it can be
said that changing F0 rise width of the sound changes the reaction.
That is, “pitch” is the main factor that differentiates perception of a
declarative or an interrogative. Moreover, the reaction changed
slightly by changing the duration of vowel at the end of a word.
Therefore it can be said that not only “pitch” but also “length” is a
factor that determines perception of a declarative or an interroga-

tive.
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