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SUMMARY

The Map Making of the Former Japanese Army with
Air Photographs in Asia-Pacific Areas: A Preliminary Survey
Shigeru KOBAYASHI, Rie WATANABE and Kunitada NARUMI

The former Japanese Army produced many maps for military
and civil use in Asia-Pacific areas until the end of the Second World
War. Although most of these maps were destructed by fire before the
surrender and disarmament of the Japanese Army, some part of them
are found in universities and libraries not only in Japan but also in the
countries, which formed the Allies. As records of the landscapes in the
past, these maps have considerable significance in the historical study
of environment. It is remarkable that some of them were specified to
have had been made by means of air photographs, with the notes on
the month and year of the shooting.

In order to make the list of the maps made with air photographs,
we referred three catalogues of these military maps: Gathozu: Maps of
the Areas outside the Japanese Territory Prepaved by Former Japanese
Army in the Possession of Tohoku University, (Department of Geography,
Tohoku University, 2003), that of Kyoto University to be published
soon, and Kokugai Chizu Mokuroku (The Catalogue of Maps outside the
Japanese Territory) of Japanese Geographical Survey Institute (carbon
copies prepared in 1958). In addition, a small collection of Japanese
military maps made with air photographs of Osaka University were
examined.

The Japanese Army started making of topographical maps with
air photographs in oversea areas in 1928, when Japan sent troops to
Shantung, China. Since then, the mapping with air photographs by
Japanese Army had focused China, according to the expansion of
Sino-Japanese War. After the outbreak of the war with the Allies in
1941, the areas mapped with air photographs extended rapidly to pres-
ent Southeast Asia and western Pacific.
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