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The difference of pitch pattern between questions with negative
bias and questions without negative bias in Japanese

Kanako MASUMOTO

The sound of Japanese sentences depends on speakers’ attitude
toward the subject. The information of the acoustic feature on those
attitudes is important to know for having good communication. The
main purpose of this article is to describe the difference between two
questions, question with negative bias and question without negative
bias, among native Japanese speakers.

In this research twenty-three native Japanese speakers
produced one-word utterances of Japanese metropolitan dialect. The
informants displayed to four different types of production. Fourteen
informants produced the pair of one-word utterances in the same
way. In this major type, the pitch patterns of both two question sen-
tences show rising curves. The duration of the question with negative
bias is longer than the question without negative bias, and pitch
range of the question with negative bias is larger than the question
without negative bias. The other nine informants produced in differ-
ent way. Strictly speaking, this group can divided to tree types.
Their common feature is that they have the pitch pattern of falling
curve in one of the two question sentences. The rising intonation can
be said to be the major pattern and the other intonation patterns are
minor. The existence of four variations tells us that even native
speakers speak Japanese in different ways.
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