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SUMMARY

The Chracteristics of Nominal Classifiers in a Sentence

Kana Tojo

In this article numeral classifiers which can be used as nouns as -daigaku
in 3-daigaku ‘three (universities)’ or -hyo in 3-hyo ‘three (votes)’ were termed
as noun-type numeral classifiers and their usage in sentences was examined
through examples in newspaper articles from a syntactic perspective. It has been
considered that sentence structures are classified into four types in relation to
the host noun (N), quantifier (Q), and case maker (C) in the study of quantifier
phrases. Numeral classifiers can be classified into two types: those which can
be used with nan- ‘how many’ (quasi-classifier) and those which cannot (pseu-
do-classifier). I then examined the types of sentence structures in which noun-
type numeral classifiers are likely to appear in newspapers and analyzed them.

The results were as follows: Quasi-classifiers were found in all four types of
sentence structures. NQC, which is used in the context that emphasizes a nu-
merical value, appears the most times. On the other hand, Q-no-NC is the least
likely to appear and its phrase examples are also unsystematic. Pseudo-classifiers
are used only in NQC and N-no-QC. Both quasi-classifiers and pseudo-classi-
fiers are likely to be used in the case of summative appositive. This usage is very
common in pseudo-classifiers. Pseudo-classifiers also tend to provide informa-
tion about the attributes for N groups by expressing them on specific nouns, e.g,
A, B, C no 3-nin (3 people of A, B, and C) = A, B, C no 3-yougisha (3 suspects
of A, B, and C), making it possible to convey information to readers even if the
elements of N are heterogeneous. Moreover, sentence structure of nominal clas-
sifiers may be related to the heterogeneity and the homogeneity. The expression
using “numeral + noun” differs from “numeral + numeral classifier” in that the
former can provide additional information by using nouns, suggesting that it is a
form which is difficult to understand from the framework of conventional quan-
tifier construction.



