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SUMMARY

An Analysis of Political Discourse in Japan and Korea:

Focusing on Terms Referring to Third Person as a Rhetorical Strategy

Ah-reum HaN

In this paper I discuss a rhetorical strategy found in political discourse in
the Japanese and Korean languages. Regardless of language, political discourse
creates a similar linguistic context, as its objective is always to arbitrate between
different opinions or opposing views. Hence, research on political discourse in
Japanese and Korean can help in the understanding of the social environments
of the two countries and the speech styles constructed within these environ-
ments. This study used data from street oratory in Japan and Korea, and focused
on terms referring to third person being used as rhetorical strategy. The results
of the study revealed the following:

(A) On a street oratory in Japan and Korea, terms referring to the third person
singular were used when the speakers referred to "in-group people”. The
plural, on the other hand, was used to refer to “out-group people”

(B) In the case of Japanese, “-san” was used when they refer to the third person.
In Korean, however, “-ssi” was not used.

(C) In Korean, a deixis which expressed direction was used as a strategy to em-
phasize an antagonistic relationship with “out-group people”

(D) In both Japanese and Korean, “name + status name” was used to refer to
“in-group people” and “out-group people”

(E) Also, in both languages “deixis + name” was used as a strategy to indirectly

criticize someone, or, to ‘reduce the burden’ of the criticism.



