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MENTAL STATE AND COPING OF PARENTS OF HOSPITALIZED
CHILDREN WITH CANCER

Umeda E, Fujimura M, Yamaguchi S, Ohkumo T, Hirabayashi T,
Kawakami T, Fujiwara T.

_ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is clarifying the difference and each relation about an attribution, the degree of stress
tolerance, coping, and GHQ (General Health Questionnaire) bgtween father and mother, whose child is in the
hospital due to childhood cancer.

Investigation was conducted in questionnaire and the reply was obtained from 22 fathers and 28 mothers.
Although there is no difference about an attribute, the degree of stress tolerance, and GHQ among father and
mother who has the child, GHQ shows that parents were in the bad health situation. Furthermore, there is no
difference between father and mother coping in the eight contents and also their coping pattern is liked to each
other.

The results of analyzing with the father and mother in the aspect of an attribute, which proved that the father of
the child of re-hospitalization had higher "self-reproach coping" than first time hospitalization. The mother of the
child hospitalizing less than one month had higher "support by medical staffs coping” than who has more than one
month hospitalization. That stress tolerance relates to "problem-focused coping” for the father and the mother that
lead to solve the problem with positive thinking. A father's "problem-focused coping” was also related to "emotional
support coping" and "seeking for social resource coping." For the m-other, it was related to "emotional support coping”,

non

"optimism thinking coping”, "support by medical staffs coping", and "emotions stable coping." It was "support by

medical staffs coping" for the father that GHQ affects coping. For the mother, it was "emotions stable coping.”

Keyword: childhood cancer, father, mother, coping, GHQ



