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Learning effects of case studies and symposia in an adult nursing

Practicum focusing on chronic illness and terminal stage care

Uchida M, Imahori M, Suzuki S, Okumiya A

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the learning effects of case studies and symposia in an adult nursing
practicum which focused on chronic illness and terminal stage care. A semi-structured questionnaire was
administered at the end of an adult nursing practicum to nursing students who agreed with the purpose of this
research. Fourteen relevant categories could be extracted from the replies by the 48 respondents. The main learning
effects were ‘rethinking of problems’, ‘deepening and growth of shared learning’, ‘reflection on relationship with
patients’, Vand ‘awareness of own problems’. The main problems identified were ‘difficulty applying theory to
practical problems’, ‘difficulty expressing oneself through oral communication’, and ‘difficulty expressing oneself
through written communication’. Altogether seven categories referred to writing skills, oral communication skills,
logical thinking, and critical thinking skills. In addition, such skills were thought to be positively inﬂuencéd by the
extent of accumulated practical experience, while oral and written communication skills would be marked
improvement during the early part of the nursing practicum, and logical and critical thinking during the later part.
It was suggested that case studies offer opportunities to integrate these skills and that at the same time these skills

are influenced by practical training experience.



