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A case study on the job placement assistance of the
higher commercial school in interwar Japan

Toshitaka NAGAHIRO

This study is to analyze the job placement assistance in interwar Japan, focusing on Wakayama
higher commercial school (WHCS), which was founded in 1922 in Wakayama city.

The job placement assistance office was established in 1932 in order to increase the labor demand,
which had reduced by Showa Depression of 1930-31. Before the establishment of this, WHCS didn’t
have any sections of career assistance for students.

The job placement assistance office, recommended students to companies, played a role in linking
supply and demand in the labor market. WHCS selected students by judging from their characters,
attendance and club activities in addition to their academic records.

However, the company did not necessarily employ the recommended student in WHCS. This means
that WHCS’s job placement assistance didn’t fully work.

It can be said that this case study is difference from the previous researches, such as Omori (2000)

or Sugayama (2011).



