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Memoir of Osaka University talked by Professor Emeritus Hiroshi Matsuoka (1)

Toshimitsu Nakao, Masaki Kan and Takeshi Abe

This is a record of the talk of Professor Emeritus Hiroshi Matsuoka related to the history of the Faculty
of Law at Osaka University. Professor Matsuoka, who was born in 1939, entered the Faculty of Law
at Osaka University in 1957, where he studies mainly Civil Procedure and International Law. As a
graduate student of the same university supervised by Professor Niemon Obuchi, Professor Matsuoka
did his research on Private International Law, the specialists of which were very few in those days.
Thereafter, in the Faculty of Law he was promoted to Assistant Professor, Associate Professor, and
finally in 1981 became Professor. At the Harvard Law School in the United State of America in
1974-1976, he studied Private International Law, and International Transactions, the chair of which
was established in his faculty of Osaka University in 1976. Returning to Japan, Professor Matsuoka
published many books, and gave a new lecture of International Trade Organization to the graduate
students of OSIPP (Osaka School of International Public Policy) in Osaka University. Thereafter,
his academic interest extended to International Intellectual Property Law and Theory and Practice of
Negotiation. He also fostered many excellent scholars. As Dean of Student in Osaka University in
1990-1992, Professor Matsuoka made great efforts to solve the problems after the serious explosion at
the Faculty of Engineering Science, and to prepare the drastic reorganization of the graduate schools
completed in the latter half of the 1990s and the abolition of the Department of Liberal Arts in 1994.
In 1993 he became Dean of the Faculty of Law, working at founding OSIPP and concluding the
inter-faculty exchange agreement with the University of Wisconsin Law School in the USA. In the

following year Professor Matsuoka was appointed to the first Vice President of Osaka University.





